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par aes 


REPORT. 


The Committee on the Judiciary:to whom was referred the fol- 


lowing resolution, viz: 
“ Resolved, That the judiciary committee be instructed to ex- 


amine and ascertain if any frauds have been committed in the 
canvassing and return of any votes cast for the office of governor 


at the last general election, or in the making of returns of votes” 


in any other manner than by boards of county canvassers, and 
that they report, and for the purpose of such investigation, they 


are authorized and empowered’ to send for persons and papers, : 


and the said committee in their report are instructed to specify 
what further legislation, if any be needed, to prevent frauds in 
elections and in making returns of elections.” 

Submit the following report : 

Your committee’ having most of their time necessarily occupied 
with the business of legislation, and in the examination of those 
subjects before the Senate which required their immediate and 
constant attention, have been unable to give that attention to the 
investigation of the matters submitted to them in the resolution 
aforesaid, which their connection with one of the most sacred 
rights of a free people demands. 


The resolution was undoubtedly adopted by the Senate, anaes 


the belief that the canvass of the votes cast at the late general 
election, so far as the same related to the office of governor, had 
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not been fairly conducted, and that in the returns and canvass of 
the votes so far as the same related to that office such frauds had 
been committed, as entirely subverted the will of the majority of 
the electors in the selection of that officer. 

This belief was founded upon the then existing rumors, that 
fraudulent or manufactured returns of elections had been received 
and canvassed by the board of state canvassers, as well as upon 
the existence of evidence of so convincing a nature as to induce 
the candidate before the people for the office of governor, who 
was declared by the board of state canvassers to have been de- 
feated in the election, to contest his right to the office before the 
supreme court of this state. 

The rumors and evidence in regard to the result of the late 
election did not point to mere irregularities in the returns of the 
result of the election. The question involved was whether the 
will of the majority of the electors was truly expressed by the 
decision of the board of state canvassers, irrespective of all irreg- 
ularities in the canv4ss and returns of the votes of the electors.— 
Had the question been one depending upon the technicalities of 
law, involving those questions which relate to the time and man- 
ner of returning and canvassing the votes of the electors, and had 
the right of either of the contestants to the office of governor, 
depended upon the forms of the certificates of boards of county 
canvassers, or any other irregularity which did not overturn the 
real will of the people, as expressed by the ballots actually placed 
in the ballot box by the lawful electors of the state, these would 
have been questions only proper to be submitted to the courts of 
the state. 

The forms and methods prescribed by law for the ascertainment 
of the true result of an election, are intended to and undoubtedly 
do, protect the elector in his rights, and if through a want of com- 
pliance with their forms the will of the electors should be subvert- 
ed, it would be a misfortune of so grave a character as might well 
call for legislative intervention, and induce a careful examination 
of the laws in this respect, with a view if possible of so legislat- 
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ing as to protect the purity ofthe ballot box bythe establishment 
. of all proper forms of proceeding, and yet at the same time secure 
a true result of the will of the electors, not in. any event to, be 
defeated by sure-want of form or the. occurrence of gnch irregu- 
larities as do not tend directly to the commission of frauds. 

- Your committee from such. examination as they have been.able 
to give to the subject submitted to them by:the resolution afore- 
said, are of the opinion that’ a compliance ‘with. the forms, and 
proceedings established by- the:wisdom of’ our legislators for the 
ascertainment of the result. of ‘the will of the people, as.expressed 
by the ballot will be. more likely to protect the elector in his 
rights, than any deviation..from these established forms, and that 
in the late state canvass it was only through a very gross disregard 
to the forms of proceeding established by the law, that fraudulent 
and false returns of imaginary’ elections, were suffered to be 
brought into the canvass and thereby change. the true result. 

In examining the subject committed to them your committee 
have, confined their labors to the returns made from a few locali- 
ties, these being the only ones, concerning which your committee 
have been able to obtain sufficient evidence to induce-the beligf, 
that they were fraudulent or forged. n, 

The evidence taken by the committee and which i is herewith 
submitted, relates exclusively to those returns -which the. board: -of 
state canvassers denominate‘ Supplemental, Returns’). except as 
to the votes cast,in the town of Waupacea,] in the.county of Wau- 
pacca. ` . - ar 

The evidence i in. . relation to supplemental rebarne.is confined: to 
the following :—“Town,25, north of range 10 east, in ‘Waupacca 
-county”—the retnrn.from “ Bridge Creek” i in. Chippewa çounty— 
the return from “Spring Creek”. in Polk, .county—and. the return 
from “Gilbert’s Mills” in Dann county, bog 

The evidence herewith .ubmitted; in the opinion of. your; eom- 
- mittee, establishes ‘the fraudulent :character of, all the ; foregoing 
returns, and that in each, case: the return itself ì 18 & forgery. 3 

‘The evidence which is submitted in rélation to,$ ‘ town,! 25 north 
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“Of fanga teast,” is mére fall’ than thgt'which relates to-the other 
points, dtid‘as‘the return in that ease purpdrts to. come from the 
*Board-df county canvadsers of ‘Waupacca. county, attested by the 
Boal and sirnaturé of thé clerk of that countyt discloses the most 
daring arid reckless forgery of either- of the four returns, and one 
4much’more likely to deceive the board ‘of’ stateeanvassers. This 
return has-all the forms of-a return mate by ‘a-board of county 
‘eanvaisers. -Its only defects are that it was -made after the. time 
‘Allowed by law foithe eounty‘canvaés and was not returned to 
-the secretary of states office until twetity-five days after it pur- 
' ports to‘have been made, -and not until the-day ‘before the state 
-canvass-took place. These-facts should-have rendered it of a sus- 
picious character, and Hive induced'the state canvassers to have 

réjected it for its ‘irregularity. 
The testimony of Mr. Chambérlain, Elihu Wiggins and others 
prove beyond a doubt, that'this rètufn was'a forgery: from begin- 
“hing to end, and‘that the seal of the‘clerk of the eounty was at- 
‘tached without authority, and that the-persdéns whose. names-are 
“attached to the samep never knew of its existence until after the 


‘state canvass. 


The evidence also shows that there were not to-excead three 
‘électors at the time of the late election in the township 25, range 
10, and that‘no élection was ever held in that township. 

The returns from Bridge Creek, Gilbert’s Mills and Spring Creek 
are of s ‘different character, purporting to be-a canvass of votes 
cast in those places, made by the clerks and inspectors of election, 
and not therefore of so dangerous a nature, wanting the -santtion 
of '& county canvass and the certifi¢ate-arid séal of the clerk ofthe 
board of county supervisots. These returns were-also received 


‘in the office of the secretary of state on the day of the-state can- 


vass or the day previous. 

| The evidence in regard to the return from Bridge Créek, in 
‘Chippewa county, is full and conéhisive, and will be found-in-the 
testimony of J. G. Knapp, Wo. J. Young, James’ G. Young nd 
John W. Olose. 
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The eyidence proves that at the time of the late election there 
“was a portion of Chippewa county known as Bridge Oreek, that 
in that territory at the time of the late election there was not to ex- 
ceed five voters, 

That there was no election ordered to be held in that part of 
Chippewa county. 

That there was, in fact, no election held in that part of Chip- 
pewa county. 

That no persons of the name of Albert Harwood, Wm. Jones, 
James Greenwood, and Henry French, : was. residing | in that part’ 
of. Chippewa county at the time of thé late election. The above 
are the names attached to the returns as clerks and inspectors of 
the election supposed to have been held in that place. And that, 
no person by the name of N. K.:Paddock- was ever elected or held 
the office of a justice of the peace in said county. The osths of 
office of the above named inspectors of election purport to haye 
been taken before said N. K. Paddock, as a justice of the peace. 

And that the supposed election return was a forgery. 

The evidence, as to the supplemental returns from “Spring 
Oreek” and “Gilbert’s Mills,” will be found principally i in the depo- 
sition J.G. Knapp, which is fully corroborated by the appearance 
of the returns.themselves in the office of the secretary of state. 
Your committee could not procure the attendance of witnesses 
from the places last mentioned without great difficulty, and were 
of the opinion that the testimony herewith submitted was of-such 
a character as rendered the production of farther testimony unne- 
cosgary to establish the fraudulent and forged character of these i 
returns. 

Tho evidence establishes the fact that the returns are in the 
same hand writing andon the same kind of paper; this fact being 
established, proves that they were both forgeries. Asboth purport 
to-have been made on the same day,.st nearly the same time of 
day and at very distant localities, so much so:as to render, it im- 
„possible for the same person to have béen in the two places at any 
-time during the sameiday. pA 
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That these returns as well as the two others were forged there 
can be no doubt. 

There is another very suspicious circumstance attending all four 
of these supplemental returns, which is the fact that none of them 
reached the office of the secretary of state until the day before 
the state canvass, and two of them not until the very day fixed 
for the canvass by the state board. 

Your committee are satisfied from the evidence that the four 
supplemental returns above mentioned are forgeries, and that they 
were returned at such times and in such form to the office of the 
secretary of state, as rendered it the duty of the state canvassers 
to reject them in making the canvass. 

The evidence in regard to the votes cast at Waupacca, in the 
county of Waupacca, is of a different nature from that which re- 
lates to the four returns above mentioned. In this case the fraud 
was committed either by illegal voting or by a fraudulent canvass 
made by the inspectors ofthe election, or in both ways. 

The evidence of persons resident in said town, and well- ac- 
quainted with its inhabitants, shows that there could not have been 
much more than one thousand inhabitants resident in said town on 
the day of said election, and not to exceed three hundred legal 
voters. And this number of voters would give a very large num 
ber indeed, compared with the number of resident inhabitants ; 
yet the number of votes returned as cast in that town for the office 
of Governor is six hundred and two, of which five hundred and 
forty-three are stated to have been cast for William A: Barstow, . 
and fifty-nine for Coles Bashford. At least three hundred illegal 
votes were counted or returned as cast in this town, and of this 
number, the whole must, from the evidence, have been added to 
the votes of William A. Barstow. l 

The evidence of N. P. Judson, who served as one of the’clerks 
at the election in said town of Waupacea, is the only person who 
swears with any degree of certainty as to how the vote on gover- 
nor stood in that town and at the canvass, and he swears that he 
knows that the majority for Barstow was‘ léss than two hundréd 
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votes. The other ‘clerk (Chandler,) and one of the inepsctors, 
whose depositions are herewith also submitted, were unwilling to 
swear to anything like certainty about the matter. Judson also 
swears that the whole number of votes cast at that'election in said 
town was about five hundred, and less than five hundred and fifty. 
And of this number Bashford had over one hundred votes, certain. 
His evidence as to the number of votes cast at that election is very 
strongly corroborated by the testimony of Jeremiah J. Jones who 
was also present at said election and preserved a statement of the 
votes canvassed in that town, which statement is in the hand wri- 
ting of Chandler, the other clerk, and was found on the table 
immediately after the board of canvassers left. This statement 
shows that the whole number of votes cast and canvassed for the 
office of governor was 507, of which number Barstow received. 
288 and Bashford 219. 

This statement, Chandler the clerk, admits jain his hand wri- 
ting, and that thejfigures are his, and your committee from a com- 
parison of figures made by Chandler in their presence with those 
on the statement sworn to by Jones and admitted by Chandler so 
far as the writing was concerned, have no doubt but that the 
figures were made by said Chandler, although he (Ohandler) dis- 
claims all retollection of ever having made the figures or ‘any 
other part of the statement. 

Taking all the evidence submitted ` upon mite canvass of votes in 
the town of Waipacea, your committee are of opinion that about 
500 votes were put into the ballot box and counted by the board 
of canvassers, that of this number at least 200 ‘must have been 
illegal votes—that-after thé canvass, about 100 votes-were added 
and returned to the state canvassers, and that the comparative 
number of votes cast for Barstow and Bashford, as well as the 
other state officers, was changed after the canvass. 

How or where these changes were made, your committee are 
not able tò state ‘from ‘the evidence, ‘and the fact that the origital 
returns to the county ‘clerk made for that town were very mysteri- 
ously lost, by the county clerk of said county here in‘Madi¢on, he 
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-having brought them here as a witness subpoened before the ju- 
diciary committee, deprives your committee of one means of, un- 
ravelling the mystery. The evidence of the loss of this return 
will be found in the deposition of Mr. Chamberlain, and a very 
strong suspicion arises from that evidence,that the Olerk,Chandler, 
may have some knowledge of how it was lost. 

From all the evidence submitted in regard to the vote in Wau- 
pacca, your committee have no’doubt but that a gross fraud was 
committed, and that the whole vote should be rejected in the de- 
termination of the result as`to the office of Governor. 

The returns from Douglass county are informal as are those 
from some other counties, but as these returns, except the four 
supplemental ones above examined, and the return of the votes 
of the town of Waupacca, in Wanpacca county, are probably re- 
turns of votes actually cast in the localities from which they pur- 

:port to come, they are notin any manner fraudulent, although 
under the law, they should not have been counted by the State 
canvassers, but as they are not in themselves frandulent, your 
committee are not by said resolution instructed to make any en- 
quiries concerning the same. Since the appointment of your com- 
mittee, the supreme court have fally examined all questions relat- 
-ing to these irregularities ‘in the returns of votes, and fully ex- 
pounded the law as to the duties of the State canvassers in regard 
to such irregular returns, in the opinions delivered in the case of 
“The Attorney General ex red. Coles Bashford vs. William A. 
Barstow.” 

Ås to the-votes cast in Weyauwega, in Waupacca county, your 
committee have made no investigation, as no votes have ever been 

canvassed by the state canvassers from that place, and Ba proper 
-return has ever been filed in the office of the secretary of state, 
of votes cast at that locality. 

It is true there was.what purported to be a canvass of votes 
-frem.a part of Waupacca county, including the town of Weyau- 
‘Wega deposited in the sactetary’s office, but-ne-use was ever made 
. of-the same, the state eanvassers did not-recognize it as-a return, 
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and under the: decision of the supreme court.it could:not:have been 
counted. . ‘Your committee Lave not;:theréfore, thought it of im- 
portance to.examine its character: 

Younrcommiittée ‘have received no reliable. evidenee that-any 
frauds were committed, in the canvassing and return of votes cast 
for the office of: governor, orin the making returns of votes in any 
other manner ‘than ‘by-boards of: county canvaesers; i ‘those 
above referredjto’and examined. . 

The board of ‘state :canvassers in canvassing the votes:cast at 
the lata election. counted‘all the votes which -purported-to have 
been cast by -the:retarns from‘town 25, range 10, in Waupacca 
county, Bridge Oreek, in Chippewa county, Spring Creek, in Polk 
county, and Gilbert’s*Milis, in Duni -county,-as-‘well-as the votes 
which were returned from-the town of Waupacca;-in Waupacca 
county. i 

The votes PEE T -counted as ‘cast in the several , Slides 
above mentioned were as follows, as to the office of governor: 

An towa 26, range 10, for Barstow.....seseseeess ‘83 votos. 
“ te “ .Bashfordy..vesccsecscee T“ 
In Bridge Creek, chierer county, Barstow....s. 97 votes. 
“« “ ©  Bashford.aces. 28.“ 
‘In Spring Creek, Polk county, Barstow.......... 107 votes. 
© “u ç nu s ' Bashfordwe cassee 18 “ 
In pater: Dunn county, Barstow. ..cccsess S8-votes. - 
se n Bashfords.n,csseree 4 -“ 
In iho. town of Wapas Barstow,eccseosgecess 545 Votes. . 
vee es © Bashford.u.é.sccsacess 59 “ 
Total in the five.places for Bashford......000+.0+5 116 votes. 
te te e Barstow .ssseseeecees 883 “ 

Barstow’s majority over .Bashford in -the-above;places. as:can- 
vassed -by the board of state.canvassera was -%67: votes. This 
‘majority in favor of Baretow.for the office of governor, being in 
the ¢pinion of your.committee entirely fictitious and based.upon 
-forged: andi fraudulent returns, should. be-deducted me m -vates 

: canvassed and-deunted for Barstow. 
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The majority, as determined by the board of: state canvassers in 
favor of William A. Barstow over Coles Bashford, including the 
seven hundred and seventy-six fradulent majority, above men- 
tioned, was only 157. And by excluding the 767 fraudulent: ma- 
jority canvassed: for Barstow, the true result would be six hundred 
and ten (610) majority in favor of Bashford, for governor. à 

-That the state canvassers transcended their power, in counting 
these supplemental returns, whether they were forgeries or true 
returns, has been clearly demonstrated in the opinions of the jidges 
of the supreme delivered in the case above referred to. The cor- 
rectness and wisdom of that decision is fully demonstrated by the ` 
evidence in this case. A strict compliance with the law regulating 
the time of making forms of returns.ot elections, would have ex- 
cluded all the false and forged returns above examined, and by - 
such exclusion the true result of the election would have been 
arrived at by the’ board of state canvassers, the rights of the 
electors would have been protected, and the character of a gov- 
ernor of our state and.a candidate for re-election.saved.from the 
suspicion of having sought.to. POENA his power in spite of the 
will of the people. ..: : Sets 

Your committee find that the evidence bike by them points 
strongly at'two persons as being implicated in the commission of 
the forgeries committed -in making these returns ; it also points , 
indirectly at some others. ‘Should the-evidence-be considered suf- 
ficiently conclusive-as +0 who'are the guilty persons, it Will be the 
imperative dnty of the prosecuting officers, and’ the grand’ juries 
of the countieb’in ‘which these crimes were committed, to use 
every Tawfal means to bring the ` “offenders - -to trial ` and” ‘punish- 
ment. an 

In a governinent ‘like ours, which is founded upon the:princi- 
ple, that all goverrimental power ió derived from the people, and 
that all officers hold their offices by the will and suffrage of the 
people, who are constituted the electors, expressed in a lawful and 

‘constitutional form, every effort to subvert’ the will of the-elde- 
tors, by fraud, forgery, or force, is equally criminal. Every sich 
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effort is treasonable in its character, and should meet with certain 
punishment. Destroy the confidence of the people in the purity 
of the ballot box; let fraud and forgery override the legally ex- 
pressed will of the majority; and men base their claims to office 
and power upon false canvasses, and forged and fictitious elec- 
tion returns, and not upon the will of the majority of the lawful 
electors, and even the most law-abiding citizens will become agi- 
tators, and the foundations of the government be shaken by civil 
commotion. l 

Your committee have not deemed it necessary to recommend 
any change in our election laws, believing that if the law, as 
established by the decision of our supreme court, is adhered to, 
there will be little danger of a recurrence of those exciting and 
threatening incidents which followed the late election. 


All of which is respeetfully submitted, 


D. TAYLOR, 
Ch’n Jud. Com. of the Senate. 


APPENDIX. 


_ Testimony taken by the Judicary Committee under a resolution 
of the Senate, passed in the words following : 


“ Resolved, That the judiciary committee be instructed.to exa- 
mine and ascertain if any frauds have been committed in the can- 
vassing and returns of any votes cast for the office of Governor 
at the last general election, or in theamaking of returns of votes 
in any other manner than by boards of county canvassers; and 
that they report. And for the purpose of such investigation they 
are authorized and empowered to send for persons and papers: 
and the said committee, in their report, are instructed to specify 
what further legislation, if any, be needed to prevent frauds in 
elections, and in making returns of elections.” 

Estill Wilson, being first duly sworn, says, he is sixty years old, 
resides in the town of Amherst, in Waupacca county ; have resid- 
ed there a part of the time for the last three years. I wasin the 
town of Amherst on the day of election; was one of the board of 
election for that town; the chairman wanted me to bring the re- 
turns down to the county seat of Waupacca, on Saturday after 
election. I came down to the county seat, and gave the returns 
to Mr. Chamberlain, clerk of the county board of supervisors of 
Waupacca county; I was there on my way to the city of Mil- 
waukee, came to Milwaukee on Wednesday next after the elec- 
tion; was at the city between two and three weeks, or perhaps 
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longer. I went back by the way of Sheboygan and by way of 
Berlin; I got to Berlin on a Friday night; I wanted to go home 
to Amherst, some forty or fifty miles distant from Berlin. {On Sa- 
turday morning there was a gentleman going to Waupacca Falls 
with. a livery team ; the man who owned the team drove up, 
and the hotel keeper informed him that there was a gentleman 
who wished to go up to the Falls, and did not wish tolay over until 
Monday ; that he had just stepped over ‘the river. The livery-man 
then turned about and came in pursuit of me; he met me on the 
bridge ; I turned back, went to the tavern, said my bill and my 
fare to Waupacca. I was then introduced to Mr. Wells, the edi- 
tor of the paper published at Berlin. We, Mr. Wells and myself, ' 
got in and rode off together. Wells drove the team, no other per» 
son in the conveyance. After riding a few miles, we commenced 
talking about the late election for Governor. I gave Wells to un- 
derstand that I was a friend of Barstow. Wells then told me 
his business to Waupacca Falls. Wells said he had a letter from 
“head quarters,” which letter informed him, Wells, that sixty 
votes must be got for Barstow, let them cost what they would. 
He rode on over to Pine river, and then we stopped, fed our 
horses and got dinner. At this place Wells showed his letter to 
some person who kept a store there ; don’t know the name of the 
person. After dinner we went on towards Waupacca; on the 
way we talked of the method to be pursued in getting the votes, 
as it was necessary that the votes should be had. J asked him if 
there could not be a precinct set off in town 25, range 10; he said 
we would talk it up when we got to Waupacca. We got to Wau- 
pacca about dark, on the same day we started from Berlin. When 
we arrived, there was a trial before a justice court, and we could 
not immediately sce the persons we wanted to. Shortly after our 
arrival, I saw Lawyer Sessions, of Waupacca, a tall man, don’t 
recollect his christian name, and brought him to Wells; they said 
they would meet in the office of Sessions ; immediately after the 
trial was over, about 9 o’clock, P. M., we met at the office of Ses- 
sions; there were present at this meeting, Wells, myself, Sessions, 
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Wm. Hibbard and several others. „ Wells told his business there, 


and showed -his letter to those. present ; ; it was storming bad, and- 


the meeting, was adjourned until the next morning, at 9 o’elock, -: 


A.M. At this meeting matter of obtafning the votes was talked 
over, and Séssions said the votes could be got. Next morning, 


some time.in the forenoon, Wells, myself, Sessions, Hibbard and , 


several others, met at Sessions’ office ; at this meeting the subject. 
of providing for the sixty additional votes, called for by said let- 
ter, was talked up ; some proposed going to Gills’ Landing, 
stating that a precinct had been set off there, from which there 
had been no return. It was also proposed, as witness thinks, -to 
go to Mukwa. At this stage of the proceedings, I was requested 


to leave the room by Sessions and Hibbard £ some others left at“ 


the same time ; left as requested. The reason given By Sessions “ 


and Hibbard for wishing me to leave was, ‘that-they weré about ` 
to transact some business: in regdrd to the subject before the 


meeting, and they thought they would do it-better alone. Wells 


remained. After leaving the room I went to the door three times’ 


and knocked; the door was locked so that I’could not get in. The 
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persong inside informed me that they-had not got through, The © 
door remained shut for about two hours or longer. I had-seenso ' 


much of this transaction that I then determined to sée the whole 


if Icould; I made up my mind they would have to come to the’ ` 


clerk’s office in order to finish the business; I therefore‘ went over 
to Putnam’s store, where the clerk’s office was kept—meaning the 
clerk of the board of supervisors. I sat there perhaps three- 
quarters, or one hour; at the end of this time, Hibbard, Sessions, 
Wells, and, I think, a young man whose name I do not recollect, 


brother in law of Sessiong, came into the clerk’s office. The clerk, 


Chamberlain, was-not in the office; his partner, Patnam,’said he 


= was not at home, that he was gone to Milwaukee. When these 


_ persons came in they went behind the counter to the clerk’s desk, ` 
_ and they used the county seal, and affixed the county seal to 
Some papers they had, by stamping the seal on the papers in the °” 
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press. There was something mentioned about signing the clerk’s 
3 
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name. Then Mr. Wells took the papers, and a bottle of liquor 
furnished him, after telling me that if he could not get the rhatter 
fixed at Mukwa, he would céme back and take up my proposi- 
tion; he got into the wagon, and started on the road towards 
Berlin. 
ESTILL WILSON. 

Subscribed and sworn before me, this 22d day of March, A. D. 

1856. 
D. Taytor, Ch’n. of Jud. Com. 


Erastus J. Putnam being daly sworn, says: [reside at Wau- 
pacca. Mr. Chamberlain keeps the office of clerk of the board of 
county supervisors in a store occupied by me in the village of 
Waupacca. I am partially acquainted with a Mr. Wells, who was 
reported to have been an editor of a newspaper at Berlin. I saw 
this Mr. Wells at Waupacca, after the election, bétween the 10th 
and 20th of December, 1855, or thereabouts. I recollect that Mr. 
Chamberlain was absent at Milwaukee at the time Wells was at 
Waupacca. I saw Mr. Estill Wilson in my store at Waupacca, 
on the same day Wells was there. I think the first time I met 
Wells on that day, was near J. J. Jones’ house, on Sunday morn- 
ing. Wells was in my store on that Sunday, Wilson was in also. 
I think Wm. B. Hibbard was in also, and M. H. Session was in. 
There was some good whiskey in the store which we used rather 
freely. There was a talk of being short of votes to elect Wm. A. 
Barstow ; whether Wells spoke of this I do not recollect. This 
subject was talked of in my store. The seal of the county clerk 
was kept in my store; 1 don’t recollect of any paper being sealed 
in my store with the county seal that day; I did not learn on 
what business Wells was there. The’first I knew anything about 
the return from town 25, range 10, was after the state canvass; 
don’t know, whether Wells left on Sunday. I recollect'something 
about a bottle in which we were about putting some of the good 
whiskey for Wells; I think we did not fill the bottle because’ it 
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was not clear: -E/think ‘sometime on ‘Biniday, whilst ME Wilson 
aud Wells wére uf Waupadta; I was iñ Sessions’ officein compa: 
ny with Wëlle, "Wilson, Session and othérs, I don’t remembér’ 
that I heard Wells’ ‘Say anything about Having sletter from head 
quarters, and that it was necessary to have sixty votes ;-the talk 
was that Barstow-was defeated. ‘I think “Wilson was the man 
with whom I had the most conversation in regard to the want of 
votes to elect Barstow. I do not know whether the conversation 
was about the want of votes to elect Barstow, or that Barstow 
was defeated by some sixty or seventy votes. The seal might 
have been put to a paper on the Sunday mentioned, without’ my 
knowing. I don’t know how Mr. Daas was in the habif 
of affixing his seal to papers. 
ERASTUS J, PUTNAM. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 27 ti day of March, 
1856. 

D. Tartor, Ch’n. of Jud. Com. 


Joseph P. Hibbard, being duly sworn deposes and says, he re- 
sides in the town of Waupacca, Waupacca county; have resided 
there six years last June ; I was one of the inspectors of election 
at the last general sletion at Waupacca; I was present all the’ 
time during the canvass of the votes; as near as I can recollect 
the number of votes cast was between five and six hundred. 
When the vote was declared I think I was not present; I heard 
the morning the vote was declared that Bashford had about sixty 
votes. There were about one thousand inhabitants in the town of 
Waupacca on the election day. I believe there were more than 
three hundred legal voters residents in that town. On the day of 
election there were a great many strangers there. We received 
votes from a large number of'strangers; I am acquainted with 
nearly all-the people in town; some of the strangers were Swedes 
and Norwegians. We canvassed the votes in J. J. Jones’ house, 
part of the time in the dining room, and part of the time, in the 
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room in which Jonesand,his wife slept. The certificate waa made 
after the canvass, in the morning; the question on the connfy, seat 
was voted for on the same day. , Chandler and Judson were -the 
clerks; I do not now recollect the number of voteg.cagt for Bash- 
ford, except from, the report next morning; can’t tell the number. 
of yotes canvassed id Bashford ; I did not,hear the declaration of 
the clerks kept the, aly: : at the latter part of the canvass I was, 
unwell and paid little attention to the canvass; had the sick head 
ache; I discovered no illegality in the conducting of that election, 
Mr. J. J. Jones was present more than any other person except 
the board. . Mr. J ones used to be pretty clear sighted; if Mr. 
Jones looked over the shoulders of the clerks he could see better 
than I could ; I don’t: believe:there were six hundred legal voters 
of the- town of Waupacea, at the last. election, nor that there were 
ever that number of legal voters in that town; I think there could 
be four hundred legal voters raised in the town of Waupacea,.on 
the day of the last election ; I am acquainted with the handwriting 
of Mr. Chamberlain, clerk of the county board of Waupacca; have 
seen his, writing frequently. The signature attached to the sup- 
plemenfal return from Waupaccà county of yotes purporting to 
have, been cast i in township No. 25, north of range ten east, and 
filed i in the office of the secretary of. state, Dec. 14th, 1855, is not 
the signature or handwriting of, the said M. Chamberlain, . 
_ JOSEPH B. HIBBARD. , 


Subscribed E sworn to before me, this 26th day, of March: 
1856. _ 
D. TAYLOR; EA of. Jud. TEN 


` 
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Hénry_ H. Rice, being duly sworn, cay I: am thiny years old; 
my place of. residence ig Waupacca Falls, ‘Waupacca county ;.1, 
was present at the election on the 6th day of November, 1855, at 
Waupacca, I Falls; remained there nearly all the time, until about 
eleyen o clock P, M.; I. do not know. „the number of votes cast at 
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that’ election, in’ that town; ' the’ board conimiénced’ ‘conivastitig the 
votes don after sundown; at the timé T went away, or About: that 
time thé clerk'uf the élection, Mr: Chandlér, ‘came into-the boom 
where I was, I asked hini How they’stood, he' said’ Bashford“had ` 
eighty seven votes, (87), and Barstow was considerable ahead ; 
they had not finished counting at this time.. The:next morning, I 
think, one of the board said there was two hundred and forty-five 
votes for the county seat, another,.I think the clerk, said two- bun- 
dred and fifteen, these were as to the county seat vote. The votes 
for the county seat were all one way, for Waupacca for coun- 
ty seat. It was talked among some of the citizens that they would 
not report the vote until they ‘heard the ‘report from Mukwa. 
When TI left the canvassers were not near through with the can- 
vass, they proceeded slowly om account of the'cold. T-understood 
there weré over five hundred votes polled at that places Chandler 
and Judson were clerks; Joseph B. Hibbard, E. T. Miller, and 
Judge Ware, were inspectors of eee Thaye resided at) Wau- 
pacca since i June. ' EEn e ES 


ol H H; RIOR. - 


Subscribed’ and sworn to before me, this‘ 24th ‘day. of Marth, 
1856, > 07 


D: TAYLOR, 
ae Chairman of Jud. Com. A me 


wo, sey pe eS 

H. H. Rice, recalled: says: just before the-last eléctidw F took 
the pains to: make a‘caleulatidn of thé number of’ voters in each 
neighborhood: in-the town of Waupacca;‘and from a ċareful esti- 
mate of the.same,-I believe ‘there was-tot at that time to exceed 
two hundred and fiftyʻlegal ‘voters in said town ;.E have also made 
calculations sinice, and come to the same conclusion ; have lived in 
the-town since last June; have travelled throughthe towii loéking 
lands, and have made: frequent inquiries of persons in different 
parts of the town; the-towh-is six miles square; I think I votedat 
the: last election; was about the poles hearly-all day yon the day.of 
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election I-think there were morg than two hundred persons prẹs- 
ent; did not see many vote; I did not see any illegal voting whilst 
I was present; I think I was sufficiently acquainted in the, town to 
makea pretty good estimate of. the voters in town. pis 
; H. H..RICE. 

` Subscribed and sworn ta before me, this 26th day of March, 
1856. 

D. Tarog, Chm of Jud. Com. 
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N. P. Judson, being. duly sworn, says, that he resides at Wau- 
pacca, Waupacca county, I was one of the clerks of election at 
Waupacca Falls, at the general.election held on the 6th Novem- 
ber last, The number of votes cast at that election was a little 
over five hundred, and less than five hundréd and fifty ; I assiated 
in canvassing the votes. Barstow was considerably ahead , I kept 
tally of the votes, as the same were canvassed. by the board ; there 
were as many votes cast for Governor, as for the.connty seat-;: my 
impression is, that Barstow had something more than a hundred 
majority over Bashford for Governor. I know that Barstow’s ma- 
jority for Governor, of the votes cast and canvassed at, Wanpacca 
Falls, was less than two hundred over those cast and- canvassed 
for Bashford for Governor. We finished canvassing-the votes the 
next morning; we made out certificates of the canvass, and signed 
them the next morning. These certificates were signed by the 
two clerks and three ingpectors, I think the chairman of: the 
board, Judge Ware, took the certificates; never made! any other 
certificate of that canvass. I know there was over one hundred 
votes cast and canvassed for Bashford for Governor, at ‘that elec- 
tion at Wanpacea, The canvass made by.us was:published} and 
the vote east:for each, officer announced publicly in the presence 
and hearing of several persons; E. C. Sessions was one of the per- 
sons present; Wilson Holt. was also present; can’t recollect: the 
names of others. It was stated that a big cypher or big O should 
‘be placed after the name. of Lewis Bostedo; asno votes-weré: cast 
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for him at that éiection. The population. of, Waivers: was aa abont 
900 at the time of the election. ‘There were some voted there 
who resided j in another county. . -L think there were four hundred 
legal voters in Waupacea Falls, atthe time of the election. Chand- 
ler, the. other clerk, was at Waupacca. when-I left to come here; 
he told me he thought he should not come to Madison, he had 
nothing to come with. Mr. J.J. Jones. was at the election at 
Waupacea; he was present a portion of the time during. the can- 
vass, I think Mr. Jones was present at the time the canvass was 
published in the morning. The votes were most of them canvass- 
ed in the room where Mr. Jones and his wife slept, 
N. P. JUDSON. 


Subscribed and sworn to belie me, this 24th day of March, 
1856, 4 
D. Taytor, Ch’n of Jud. Com. 


H, H. Rice, called again, says he faa seen Mr. Chandler, the 
person ‘who acted as one of the clerks of the election at Waupacca 
Falls, write; am acquainted with, his hand writing. I think the 
paper presented, attached to an affidavit of J. J. Jones, purport- 
ing to be a statement of the votes cast for the several officers, 
voted for at said election, as in the hand writing of. Mr. Chandler. 

H..H. RIOE. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me, this 24th of March, 
1856, 
D. a Onn of Jud. Com. 


+ 


Pater Graver being duly sworn, says, I raidei in the town of 
Amherst, township No, 23, north of range 10, east. I voted in 
the town of Amherst at the last election ; I think there were fifty - 
four votes cast in this town; I was present when the canvass was 
made and closed, and I know that Barstow had ‘bnt four votes for 
Governor in that town ; I know this, for my attention was called. 
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to this fact, in the following manner: After the poll was closed 
aman by the name of Brimball, proposed to bet me a pair of 
boots that Barstow would have ten votes in that 'town—I made 
the bet with him, and consequently I paid atténtion'to the can- 
vass and to the publication of the votes. Estill Wilson, a Mr. 
James Townsend -and Alanson T. Rierson were the inspectors of 
election, a Mr. Rice was clerk.’ I have been in township'25, north 
of range 10 east;—was there in August last hunting land; had 
plats of that township -at that time from the Stevens Point land 
office. There were but three 40’s entered at the land office at 
that time in said town; the Fox River improvement company had 
a large quantity of land located in that town; at that timé, there 
were two Dutehmen living in that town, near the south line of 
the township, and no other inhabitants to my knowledge. Itisa 
timbered township, without any roads in the township, I traveled 
over a considerable of the township, found no other inhabitants 
in it, and heard of none. I have had the plats of said township 
about a month ago; at that time, there had been three 80’s entered, 
and one pre-emption at the land office. I have a knowledge of 
the lumbering business in that part of the country; in this town- 
ship there is no lumbering done, the country is not adaptéd to 
lumbering—considerable wet lands in the township; I do not 
think there has been any lumbering done in that township up to 
the present time; from my knowledge of that township I do not 
believe there could have been a dozen inhabitants in that town- 
ship, at the time of the last election; people going to that town- 
ship would go through my town; town of Amherst includes 
townships 22, 23 and 24, north of range 10 east; township 25, 
north of range 10 east was either included in Stevens Point, or 
otherwise it was not included in any town. 
PETER GROVER. 

Subscribed and sworn, to before me, this 24th day of August, 
1856.’ 

D. TAYLOR, Ch’. of Jud. Com. 
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Thomas J. Townsend being duly. sworn, says: I reside in the 

town “Of Weyauwega, Waupacea county ; I was through township 
No. 25, north i range ten east, in August, last ; I looked the town- 
ship over ‘Petty t horoughly, looking land, at ‘that time I found. no 
inhabitants in that township and range, to my knowledge. I 
found one German ‘i in what I supposed to be the north-east corner 
township 24, north range 9 east, it could not have been. far from 
the corner ‘of the township, and it might have been in township 
25 north, range 1 10 east. There were no roads through that town- 
ship, nor any evidence of any lumbering ever having been done 
in said township 25 north „range ten east, There were no streams 
in that township ‘large enough to run logs in; I have been in that 
township or in its vicinity} since the last election, hunting ; the 
country is a wilderness, without roads and without inhabitants.— 
I saw a man from Wanipacca Falls the day after election, and in- 
quired about the vote ; he said he was not at liberty to tell, for 
fear they would i increase the vote at Weyauwega, but he tought 
they had énough. There-was a large, amount, of illegal voting in 
both the towns of Weyauwega and Waupacea, at the Jast election, 
and most of the illegal voting was for Barstow, for governor ; saw 
Chamberlain, the cotinty clerk, Friday morning ; ; at Waupacca, 
he said he would start for Madizon this morning, Chandler the 
clerk of election said he would not come, he’ had no money. , I 
am acquainted with the country about Gill’s Landing, and the 
inhabitants, and I believe there were but three legal ; voters i in that 
precinct, at the last election. 


THOS. J. TOWN SEND. 


Subscribed ae sworn 1 to before me, this, 24th a March, 
1856. { 


$ : 
: D, pori Ob’n. of J T Com... pa 
4 
Elihu Higgins sworn, says: He resides ‘at “Waupacca ‘Falls; 
resideđ’there at thé last election ; was holding the office of justice 
of the e at-that time: ° T was one'of the board òf county. can- 
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vassers, the other members of the board were Wi. B. Hibbard 
and M. Chamberlain ; : we made the canvass on the Tuesday next 
following the election ; I think the returns of the Waupacea Falls 
vote wete signed ; I was not much acquainted with the hand writ- 
ing ; the whole numbers of votes returned for the town were 612; 


‘they were all said to have ‘been cast at one poll. There were 


about 900 or 1,000 inhabitants in the town of Waupacca Falls, at 
the time of the election; nearly all the votes were returned for 
Barstow for governor ; there were between two hundred and two 
hundred and fifty legal voters in that town at the time of the elec- 
tion. I never made or helped make any other canvass of votes 
for Waupacca county, except the one made on the Tuesday next 
after the election, since the last election. I know nothing of any 
canvass being made by the board of county canvassers of Wau- 
pacca county, of vofed cast or purporting to have been cast, in 
township 25, north of range ten east, at the late election. I never 
made any canvass of which the writing presented, is a copy, and 
I never signed the paper presented, purporting to have been sign- 
ed by me, nor did I at any time authorize any person to sign said 
paper for me; the paper ‘presented, is a paper purporting to be a 
canvass of votes cast in township 25, north of range 10 east, atthe 
laté electioh, and purporting to te signed by me as one of the 
board of canvassers, together with Wm. B. Hibbard and M. 
Chamberlain, the other members of the board of canvassers for 
Waupacca county, and to have been made the 19th day of No- 
vember, 1855, filed in the office of secretary of state, Dec. 14th, 
1855, sndoned s  Waùpacca Co. Election returns Supplementary.” 
Theré is no justice of the peace in'the county of Waupacca. oy 
the name of Elihu Higgins except myself, to my knowledge. — 
I never knew that the paper above referred to was in existence, 
until about the middle of February last; my attention was then 
called to it from its being mentioned in the journal of the senate. 
_ ELIHU HIGGINS, . 
Subserfbed and sworn to before me, this 24th day of March, 
1856. 
D. Tayzor, Ch’n. of Jud. Com. 
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Mellen Chamberlain, beihg duly sworn doth depose‘and say; he 
reside.at Waupacca, Waupaces county; resided thers on the day 
of the last election ; held the office of clerk of the board: of super- 
visors of ‘Waupacea county, also the office of town clerk of the 
town of. Waupacea; I have resided in the town of Waupacca 
about three years and a half or four years; I voted at Waupacca 
at the last election ; there were six hundred and twelve, votes, 
returned to me as clerk, as votes in the county of Waupacca, on 
county seat, and 602 on governor; I voted early in the morning 
and then left and did not return until the-next morning, at about 
3 o’clock, A. M. One of the clerks told a Mr. Putnam that ‘they 
had thew canvassed over five hundred and twenty-five votes ; I 
heard them say there was a large majority for Barstow; oh the 
day of election I should think-there was from tei tò- eleven: huñ- 
dred inhabitants in the town of Waupacca ; it is a farming coti- 
munity out side of’ the village ; there is some lumbering done in 
the town ; I heard it stated there was one thill that had forty hands 
ow Slsation day and the day before ; others: hata - large! nititber 
hired on that day ; I should think there: might be‘ four’ hiindréd 
legal voters in the town of Waupacca at this time; I think’ ‘Here 
was less fhan two hundred votes cast’at the tow’ méeting last 
spring’in the-tow1 of Waupacca ; I never saw the paper presented 
which purports to be s supplemental réturn of ‘votes cast-in town- 
ship No. 25, north of range ten east, in Waupdccs’ county, filed 
in the office of the secretary of state Dec: 14th, 1855, until now. 
The certificate to such paper which purports to be signed: by me 
was never-signed by me; I never authorized any person to sigh 
said eertifiéate ; I have never séen ariy duplicaté'of the said paper 
in my offiée; I have examined the papers in my office and havé 
not ‘found any-return in my office of the clerk of the board of 
Waupaces county; of votes cast in township twenty-five, north of 
range No:-10 east ; the seal to said certificaté was not affixed by 
me or by my authority‘; I do! not. know whose handwriting the 
paper isin. I went t6‘ ‘Milwatkee ‘on or abont: the 4th or 5th of 
Decetiiber, 1965 ; I think I was absent from Watipacca thirteen Uf 
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fourteen days at that time; I think I never heard ‘anything at 
home about the supplemental: return from township "25 north, 
range 10;-until I first saw a statement of it in a newspaper. 


4 Sg ta - M. CHAMBERLAIN. 


Subscribed and sworn to’ Y before me, this 27th day of March, 
1856) © >o o> g 
D. Tayroór, Ohitrman of Jud. Com. ` ee 


Mellen Chamberlain, being recalled, says, I have not. here in 
my possession the returns made by the board of election for the 
town of Waupacca; there was a return of the election held on the 
6th of Nov, 1855, in the town of Waupacca, Waupacca county, 
made by the board of election in said town, delivered to me, as 
clerk of the ‚board of county supervisors of said county, with a 
poll list thereto annexed, and the oaths of office of the clerks of 
election, and board of inspectors also annexed ; can’t say who de 
livered, me the returns ;, I think the. chairman of the board of su, 
pervisors of Waupacea delivered me the returns ; I was supboened 
to bring that return with me, I had that return in my possession 
when L left Waupacca for this place; to attend as a .witness in 
obedience to the snbpcena served on me, the last place I recollect 
of having that return in my possession was on the cars, between 
Milwaukee and Waukesha; on the cars I took the return ont to 
exhibit it to Jonathan E. Arnold, Mr. Arnold did:return: the same 
to me, I think I placed it in my satchel, with the other papers. 'I 
did not exhibit that return after that to any person; last evening 
when I brought the file of returns ‚before the committee, J sup: 
posed this. return was among them; the file of papers.brought 
before the committee was. the returns from several towns in Wau- 
pacca county, returned to me as clerk of the board of supervisors} 
since last evening I have made a thorough search for this: return 
and have. not been aþle to find it, When.I arrived here yesterday; 
I put.up at the Capital House, and put my: satchel in, the room 
occupied by me and Mr. Putnam at that house. When, T: came I 
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got shaved, then went: into.my.room, changed my’ slethes;-nhd 

left the keyin. the ‘satchel :from:which.] took my clofhess: ‘Mr. . 
John. A. Chandler, Mr. Joseph B. Hibbard.and Mr. Putnam, were: 

the only persons in the ‘room to my .knowledge,-previous to my‘ 
taking the file of papers out-of the satchel to ‘bring before.'the . 
committee.. These persons were in the reom at the same time’ I. 
was, and came ont.with me ;.the door of the-room was not locked 

when we left the room. This. return had. the: original oaths: of. 
office of the clerks and inspectors attached ; I have:a copy: of this 

return.in my office as town clerk ; there are no oaths.of office at- 

tached to that copy-in my office as town clerk; I think.the return 

was in my satchel when I deposited the satchel.in my room:at’. 
the Qapital House.. There were. no other. persons about. my-room:. 
that -I,.was- acquainted with, to, my knowledge, except the said: 

Putnam, jChahdler and: Hibbard, previous. to,my taking» thei pæ - 
pers-out.of the TEE to moe before the: committee: ™ 5e 3- 


PA, mae ek Se ys eG CHAMBERLAIN.: 
Subscribed and sworn to Vefore me, his 28th ay: of March i 
1856. 0 t oo e ao TEN 


D. Meria Gha. of Jud. Com. 7 o r so on 
; Í å abo. gL a oat 

| re ae ,Micklejokn being duly sworn, aak: A I eae; in ae 
town of Little Wolf, in the county of Waupacea; resided there at 
the last general election ; shortly after the county cantvassfor Wau- 
pacea co. I went to. Waupaca Falls to see the clerk of theboard of 
supervisors of said county, to examine the returns of: election for 
the town pf Waupacca, Falls, and the county canvass. The clerk, 
Mr. Chamberlain, was not at home ; I saw in the office of the clerk . 
E.J. Putnam ; he showed me what he said was the return-of the 
town board of canvassers, for Waupacca Falls. ‘I examined this 
return, and found by that return, that there was six hundred and 
twelve yotes cast in-that town, and there were six hundred and 
twelye names. on the poll list; this list, was certified to by: the 
board of election, and clerks, here Grete no. oaths of office. ate 
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tached to such. poll-list or returns. . Some three weeks afterwards, 
the clerk, Mr. Chamberlain, called me into-the office, and said that 

there. were oaths of office of the inspectors and clerks of election 

for the.tawn of Waupacca Falls, attached to the returns from that. 
town, and then exhibited the poll list and returns from such town, 

with what. purported to be the oaths of office of the board of elec- 

tion of said town attached thereto; the papers were pinned to» 

gether ; at the same time Chamberlain, the clerk told me, that 

there were no returns in his office from town 25, range 10 east, 

and that no votes returned from that township and range had been 

canvassed by the county board of canvassers to his knowledge.— 

At that time or soon after, I showed Mr. Chamberlain the piece 

from the journal of the Senate, purporting to be a copy of a return 

in-the secretary of state’s office, of votes cast in township twenty- 

five, range ten east, canvassed and certified by the board ot can- 

vassers of Waupacca county. Chamberlain, the clerk, then stated 

to me that he had not signed any such returns, and knew nothing 

abont them; this was some time in February last. I went to see 

William B. Hibbard, another person whose name was attached to 

those returns, as one of the board of county canvassers, and show- 

edit to him. Mr. Hibbard denied ever having signed his name 
to any such return, and stated that he knew nothing abont it. I 

am well acquainted in the town of Wanpacca Falls: This town 

embraces but one township; in my opinion there were not to ex- 

ceed nine hundred inhabitants in the town.of Waupacca Falls, on 

the day of the last general election, and not to exceed two hun- 

dred legal votes. 

| JAMES MICKLEJOHN, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 20th day of March, 1856, 
D. Tayor, Ch’n. of Jud. Com. 


John A. Chandler being duly sworn, deposes and says, I resid, 
ed at the town of Waupacca, Waupacca county. On the day of 
the last general election ; I was present at the election, and acted 
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as one. of the clerks of the election i in that town. Mr, N: , Ẹ; Jud- 
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E. T. Miller were “the inspectors of election. I assisted at. the 
canvass of the votes and ‘worked at it all night T kept a tally of 
the votes canvassed. and counted for each officer, voted for ; the 
canvass was made i in thé house of J. J. Jor ones; ; we ‘commenced the 
cativass in the dining room and worked till ten or eleyen o ’cloçk 
at night ; we then went into the Toom where Mr. J. J. Jones and 
his wife slept ; Jones was up about the house a portion of the 
night ; he lay on the lounge in the room. We closed the canvass 
of the votes after breakfast the next morning; I think the vote 
was declared about ten o’clock in the morning, at which time the 
number of votes cast for each officer ag canvassed by us was an- 
nounced publicly by Mr. Ware, one of the inspectors ; at this an- 
nouncement of the vote there was a room full of persons present ; 

I think Mr. Wm. B. Hibbard and Mr. J.J. J ones were present ; 
I think Mr. Alfred Woodward was present, and Wilson Holt ; 

there was a statement of the canvass made, signed and certified 
by the inspectors aiid clerks of the election ; I think S. F; Ware 
took the certified returns—I have never seen tho& certified re- 
turns after I delivered them, except when I was present a part of 
tite time when the county canvass was made, and think I saw the 
returns but did not have them in my hands, or examine them; I 
think the vote for state officers was less than those cast for county 
officers ; my impression is that the vote cast for state officers was 
from 550 to 600. I know I counted the tally for each officer of 
the number of votes cast, and canvassed ; from my recollection 
of the vote I should think that Barstow had three votes to Bash- 
ford’s one vote at that election; I would not swear that Bashford 
had six votes at that election, my impression is that he had more) 
I can’t swear that Barstow had not 552 votes at that canvass, I 

told Micklejohn, that so far as I knew the return was made ac- 
cording to the canvass, am not certain that the return was 80 made, 
I have resided in , Waupacca about six months ; I should not think 
there was fifteen hundred inhabitants in the town on election day; 
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Tam ‘well acinainted with the handwriting of Mri, Chamberlain, 
the clerk of the board of supervisdrs of Waupacca county ; ; hace - 
seen ‘him write frequently ; 3. the signature attached to the certifi- 
cate of the suppleméntal return from Waupacca county, of votes 
purporting to have been cast in township No. 25, north of range 
ten east, and filed in the office of the secretary of state, Dec. 14, . 
1855, is not the signature or handwriting of the said Mr. Cham, 
berlain. 1 stated the ‘vote on county seat at 272 to Mr. La Dow 
and others, shortly after the canvass ; this statement was false; the - 
vote on county seat, ‘was in the sietakborhoad of six hundred ; ‘the 
diferencë between the county seat vote and the vote for stato of- l 
ficers, was less than 75 in my opinion. I have no distinct im- 
pression abòut the number of votes cast for Barstow, at the. elec- 
tion at Waupicea ; my. impression is that Barstow had : more than 
400 votes’ at the election at Waupacca. 

ji should say fhat the writing presented is mine, in my; hand 
writing; the writing přesented i is a writing attached to an affida- 
vit of 3. J. Jones, and has been filed i in the officg-of the clerk of 
the supreme cort, (a copy ‘whereof is hereto attached by the 
committes,) my impression ‘is that the paper presented i is not a 
correct statement of the votes cast and canvassed at Waupacea. l 
T have no recollection about making out the said writing, the fig- 
ures generally resemble mine, still l do not think the figures were | 
made by xe. I come to the conclusion, not so much from, an ins. 
spection, as from the fact that I have no recollection of ever hav- | 
ing made out any such statement. I did not write ont the state- 
ment of the result of the canvass of the votes, (that is the return) 
it was made out by some other member of the board, I haye not 
the slightest recollection of ever having made the writiog and fig- 
urek presented from the best of my recollection, I counted the 
tallies or “ fives ” cast, for each officer, but have no recollection.of 
having noted them down myself, ` I know that, I was very sleepy 
in the morning when the ` canvass was completed, and fell asleep 
once whilst the canvass was progressing. I will not swear that I 
did not make the writin g and statement presented and above re- 
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ferred to, but swear that I have no recollection of ever having made’ 
it, oxsof any time or place of making.the same,:the statement does 
not votrespohd.with my recollection of:the :canvass of the, yotes. 
canvassed at Waupacca. A:ilist of figures ‘hereto,attached, marked 
‘By’ were madè by me at the request of the committee. I never. 
knew a man who could forge: my handwriting as perfectlyras, the 
ye presented. ee: 
, J OHN. A. CHANDLER. 


Subscribed and sworn a re me, this ave ‘day of March, 
1856; i 9 
A. TAYLOR, Ch’n ‘of Jud. Com. 


Lucas. M. Miller, being ilye sworn, says, he is a resident of the 
city of Oshkosh, in this state ; has been at Waupacea Falls, in 
the county of Waupacca, once:.in October, and twice after the 
election, and previous to the state, canvass. The first time I went. 
‘to. that place after the election, was with J ohn Fitzgerald, this 
was the day before. the county canvass. at Wanpacca. At this 
time I talked with several about the election ; with Jones, the 
postmaster of the senate ; with Sessions, Chandler, Scott and 
Chambelain, the clerk of the Board, and several others. I did 
not ascertain how the vote stood in the county ; some of the towns 
had not got in at that time. I did not see the, statement of yotes 
of Waupacca village ; I don’t know but I might have said to some 
of; them, that that county would have to give a pretty large ma- 
jority in order to elect Barstow. We got at Gills’ Landing about 
sundown. We went to Waupacca village, and back to, Gills’ 
Landing the same night. The distance from Gills’ Landing to 
Waupacca village is about fifteen miles. I think we ascertained 
at that time the vote of Waupacca village. About a fortnight 
after this, I went to Waupacca Falls again; the reason ‘why I 
went again was, because a letter had heen. received, directed to 
me, amongst others, at Oshkosh, from the private secretary- of 
Barstow, Mr. Hunter, stating, that no return had been. received 
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from Waupacca county, except the Mukwa canvass, and request- 
ing some one to go up and have the returns forwarded. I read 
this letter. This letter did not give any statement of the votes. 
returned. I went up to Waupacca with Jedidiah Brown, and the 
clerk informed us that he had forwarded the returns on a few days 
previous ; we got a certified copy of the return sent forward.’ At 
this time I talked with Sessions and others about the election. 
When we returned to Oshkosh, the Waupacca canvass was already 
published in the papers, we therefore did not send on the certi- 
fied copy. At the second time I was there, the day before the 
canvass, I think we learned what the vote of Waupacca Falls was, 
and the most of the towns in the county. I did not pay partieu- 
lar attention, as I had then private matters of my own to attend 
to. I don’t think I have the letter directed to me and others by 
Hunter. The time I went up with Fitzgerald, we went up on 
private business of our own, in relation to a road near Gills’ 
Landing, and in relation to some property at Gills’ Landing. 
We also felt an interest in the election matters, as we could get 
no definite returns from that county. I think the Weyauwega 
vote was announced first, and the Waupacca Falls folks were con- 
fident they would beat them. Don’t think I had any letter from 
any of the state officers after the election, except the one from 
Hunter before mentioned. 
L. M. MILLER. 

Subscribed and sworn before me, this 24th dayof March, A. D. 
1856. 

D. Taytor, Ch’n of Jud, Com. 


STATE OF WISCONSIN, A 
County or Dane. } i 


Deposition of J. Gillet Knapp. 


J. G. Knapp, of said county, and of lawful age, being brought 
before the committee on the judiciary, in the senate of said State, 
and being duly sworn to speak the truth, and examined touching 
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his knowledge concerning certain returns made to the offices of 
the secretary of state, and state treasurer of said state, on his oath 
answers as follows, viz: 


On the 19th day of December, A. D. 1855, this deponent having 


been employed by the friends of Coles Bashford to ascertain the 
legality of sundry returns of elections, purporting to have been 
held in the north-western counties of this State, left Madison in 
company with Charles T. Wakely, and reached the Sumner post 
office, in the county of Trempeleau, on the night of the 23d of De- 
cember, on his way to the falls of Chippewa river, and the county 
seat of Chippewa. At this place we met William J. Young, of 
the latter place, and learned from him all the facts to which he 
has since testified-‘in his deposition taken before Judge Atwood, 
of Dane county for this committee. From Sumner we proceeded 
to Gilbert’s mills, in the county of Dunn, and reached there on 
the 26th Deeember. There we saw and conversed with Oliver 
Gilbert, the proprietor of the mills, and enquired of him and of 
others whether an election was held at that place in November, 
1855, and we were assured that no election precinct had been es- 
tablished there, and no election had been held, or attempted to be 
held. Gilbert’s Mills isin the same township, and but two and a 
half miles from the Menominee Mills, where a precinct had been 
established and a poll opened. But Mr. Gilbert assured this de- 
ponent that no one went there from Gilbert’s to vote. Subse- 
quently we enquired of many persons who were, or professed to 
be well acquainted with the different portions of the county of 
Polk, where Spring Creek in said county was said to be located, 
we could find no person who had any information of such a place, 
or had ever heard of it. 

About the 20th day of March, 1856, this deponent was at Black 
River Falls, in the county of Jackson, on his way to subpeena wit- 
nesses before this committee in relation to the election returns, 
from Bridge Creek, Spring Creek, and Gilbert’s Mills, and there 
he was told that said returns were made at said Black River Falls 


aforesaid, and that George F, Haswell, who had received the ap- _ 
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pointment of county judge of said county, of Governor Barstow, 
vice a county judge removed, had made them. I was at that time 
engaged in taking depositions under the acts of congress, to be 
used in the district court of the United States, for Wisconsin, be- 
fore Judge Haswell, which I completed before appearing to give 
any evidence to the information. 

Before the time last mentioned, I had in company with Coles 
Bashford, examined these returns on file, in the offices aforesaid, 
and particularly remembered the makers marks, and size of the 
paper on which they were written. I also first pointed out to the 
said counsel, the fact that one of the half sheets, on which the re- 
turns from Gilberts Mills, on file in the secretary’s office, had 
been torn from a half sheet of the returns from Bridge Creek, and 
the other half sheet had been torn from the returns from Spring 
Creek; I was also particularly impressed with the hand writing 
of all of said returns, so much that I believe I could again recog- 
nize it. 

After the completion of the said depositions, before said George 
F. Haswell, I was in his office at said Black River Falls, and found 
on his table a number of sheets of white paper bearing the same 
marks and of the same size as the paper on which the returns are 
written, a sheet of which I took, and have compared them togeth- 
er. I also examined papers on fle in the office of clerk of the 
circuit court of Jackson county, and in those of justices of the 
peace at that place, to which his name was signed as attorney, 
and the depositions aforesaid which I saw him write, and also sev- 
eral other papers which he had served upon attorneys and parties ; 
some of these papers were written upon the same kind of paper 
as the said returns are written upon. George F. Haswell first 
told me and called my attention to the fact that the name of 
Bridge Creek was misspelt, and stated that there was no such 
place in the state as was there named (Bridge Creek.) This he 
stated at the time before mentioned, at Black River Falls. In the 
several pieces of writing which I have examined, some of which 


I have examined at the same time that I had the said returns in 
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my hands, I found all the peculiarity of writing which charac- 
terizes the said returns from Bridge Creek, Spring Creek and Gil- 
bert’s Mills. I have wo hesitancy in saying, that inimy opinion 
all of said returns were written by said George F. Haswell. 
J. GILLET KNAPP. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 1st day of October, A. 

D. 1856. l 
D. Tayror, Ch’n. of Jud. Com. of Senate. 


William J. Phelps, being first duly sworn, says, I resided at 
Baraboo, Sauk county, on the 6th day of Noy., 1855, and reside 
there still; I was at madison, I think, about a week or perhaps 
more before, (L cannot speak positively as to the time) the can- 
vass made by the state canvassers in December last; I was stop- 
ping at that time in Madison, at the United States Hotel, and 
whilst there I heard a conversation between J. H. Wells and a 
lawyer by the name of Sessions, commonly called “ Long Ses- 
sions,” about the then late election. The precise language used 
by these persons in said conversation I cannot recollect, but the 
import of the whole matter was, that there had been some very 
sharp practice in regard to the returns of the late election, and 
that they had made a governor in such a way that there would be 
no getting around it or finding out how it was done. Sessions 
was several times spoken of during the evening, as having man - 
ufactured a governor, and was joked with as having been engaged 
in wading the Waupacca swamps. The conversation was obscure 
but conveyed to me the idea that some things of a secret nature 
were known to these which were not known to others and which 
things related to and would determine who would be declared 
elected governor at the coming state canvass. I think that dur- 
ing the same visit to Madison and before I heard the conversation 
above mentioned I inquired of George B. Smith, the attorney 
general, how the election of governor stood—Mr. Smith-told me 
there was no mistake, and that Wm. A. Barstow was elected gov- 
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ornor, and that it was all right-—I was a supporter of Barstow at 
tho iast election and edited a paper during the last election oam- 
paign, All the porsons present at the United States Hotel when 
the conversation above sot forth between Wells and Sessions took 
place, were supporters of Barstow; I know thatirom what I heard 
in that conversation T came to this conclusion, that it would be 
unsafo to bet that Wm, A. Barstow was elected governor at the 
thon late election, but that it would bo entirely gate to bet that he 
would be governor after the dirat Monday of January next, I 
know this from tho fact, that on my return to Baraboo, a gentle- 
man of my acquaintance was about making several bets that 
Baratow was elected governor, and that I dissuaded him from 
making tho bots in that form; and advised him to bot that he 
would be the governor after the tirat of January, and this gontlo- 
man made several bets in that way. 

| WM. J. PHELPS. 


- Bubsoribed and sworn to before mo, this 26th day of September 
A. D. 1856. l 
- D. Taynor, Oh’n of Judiciary Oom, of tho Senate. 


A. 8. Wood, boing duly sworn, says, my residence is and has 
beon for the last six or seven years in the city of Madison, AF 
ter the last gonoral election, and about the middle of Novomber, 
I was employed to go to Superior City for the clection returne of 
Douglass county. L was spoken to about going on this business 
by Dr. Hunt, E. M. Hunter, Governor Barstow, and also by Soc- 
retary A. T. Gray, 1 think. I went at thoir request to Superior 
Oity; I wont by the way of Galena, up tho Mississippi to Red 
Wing, then up the St. Oroix river and across to Superior Oity.— 
J then wont to the clerk of the board of supervisors of said coun- 
ty—I think his name was [[ayes; he copied from a thin book a 
statement of votes or return of the election in Douglass county, 
and certified to it officially. I returned from Superior city directly 
to Hudson, and from thence I came by the way of Black River 
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Valls to Madison, and got to Madison on tho 18th or 14th day of 
December, the day previous to the state canvass, On the day of 
my return I saw Sessions, commonly called “ Long Sessions,” a 
lawyer from Waupacea, in the secretary of atato’s office, He came 
into Madison in the same stage with me from Portage city, Ses- 
sions was in the secretary’s office when I first saw bim after my 
roturn from Superior city. T also brought a statement from Supe- 
rior city, made by sald Hayes, of the vote in La Point county, 
which statement was in writing and enclosed in the same envolop 
with the Donglass county returns. 
A, 8 WOOD. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 30th day of Septem- 

ber, 1856. 
D. Taytor, Oh’n of Jud, Com. Sonate. 


Jeremiah J. Jones called and sworn, 


Mr. Ryan—Where do you live, Mr. Jones? 
A. Tlive in Waupacea village. 
"Q. Whatis your business ? 

A. Twas clerk of the circuit court there; my term expired in 
1855; I kept a public house there last fall. I am not in any par- 
tioular business there now. 

Q. Where was the election in that town held last tall 

A. It was held in my house. 7 

Q. Did you vote? 

A. I did; I voted about sun down. 

Q. What was the number of your vote? 

A. Mine-was the 520th ; those were the figures set againat my 
name. 

Q. Did anybody vote after you ¢ 

A. Tean’t say whether anybody did or not; I rang the bell 
for supper, and went to wait on the table, and heard them declare 
the polls closed in two or three minutes, I should think, after I 
voted. l 
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Q. Were you prssent during the canvass of the votes ? 

A. Iwas present the moat of the time, but out occasionally. 

Q. ‘Where was the canvass held? 

A. It was hold in my dining room, the first part of it; and 
when it got a little cold, thep went into the roam where my wife 
and [ slept. 

Q. What:time was the canvass conalnded ? 

A. They got through about 7 o’clock in the morning ; PaT 
that time the result was declared. 

Q How was the count kept of the vote ? 

A. It was kept by tallies of 5’s, 

Q. Did you notice how the tallies stood ¢ 

A. Tlooked at them, as they were keeping them, six or eight 
times through the night; also about tive o’clock in the morning, 
and a thort time before they declared the canvass. 

Q. How did the tallies so kept for Barstow and Bashford, com- 
pare from time to time ¢ 

A, From 18 to 17 or 18 difference, Barstow was a-hend each 
time; once 18, once 14, and once, I think, 17. 

Justice Smith—-Barstow was 17 or 18 a-head ? 

A, He was 17 or 18 tallies a-head; I counted by tallies. 

Mr. Ryan—The witness, may it please the court, says he count- 
ed by tallies of 5’s, and Barstow was 17 or 18 tallies a head ; that 
is, multiply 17 by 5, he was 85 or 90 a-head, 

Justice Smith—O, yes; I undorstand now. Were you a clerk 
at the election, Mr. Jones ? 

A. No, sir; I was not acting as clerk, John A, Shanes and 
A. B. Judson were our clerks. ; 

Q. Did you keep a count ? 

A. No, sir; I looked over their shoulders and counted the 


‘tallies. There were two strings of talhen to both Barstow, and 
: Bashford aéross the paper, 


‘Mr. Ryan—Well, Mr. Jones, tell us what you know? ' 
A. When the votes were all counted, the clerks counted the 
number of tallies—John A. Chandler and A. B. Judson. I saw 
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Qhandler count up the tallies, and put the figures ee the 
name of each candidate, 

Q. Do yon know what these figures were 

A. No, sir; I did not look at them particolarly. 

Q. Did they declare off the result of the election ? 

A, Yes, sir; I heard them declare it off. 

Q. Did it agroe generally with the figures on ‘the’ paper ¢ 

A. I did not notice the exact figures on the paper; I think 
though they agreed nearly. 

Q. Did the inspectors look at the figures made un the paper by 
tho clerks when they declared off the result? . 

A, I can’t say whether thoy did, 

Q. Did you notice ány material variation between the result as 
declared and tlie figures on the paper ? 

A, I did not. Iwas paying particular attention to the vote on. 
county seat. I think that if there had been any particular varia- 
tion in the other figures I should have noticed it, 

Q. What became of the paper on which Chandler made the 
figures ? 

A. Tt was left on the table in my room, 

' Mr, Ryan—Is this it? (handing him a piece of paper which 
reads as follows : 


William A. Barstow,....-..-----0-.-nean--an 288 
Coles Bashford,......---0--nneecenamcmacencr 219 
Arthur MoArthur, ob coco. pee mcsaeeenawess 279 - 
Oy SSi e CE econ eu eee ares ata E 2837 . 
| : ~ 516 
DPavid JONES) cucnwcceve soe seen ete oe uana 279 
Samuel D, Hastings. ..-¢-ocecnenesnevecenes 287, 
Charles Kuehn, ....-.---- AEE EEE 279. 
Qharles Reser,..--.- ee ee Te ree E 
—-— 496 
William R. Smith, ....--...------------->- _ 279 
A, W. Randall, Sete oti ie ee ete fe „- 288 
—— 517 ’ 


6 


ha Od 


42 


William M, Dennis, .....--- Saree erates s 279 
Wis. Wit oc 23% ot etee paces Geese ORA 237 
em 516 
Edward McGarry, ....-.- eee oer aes) 
James Giddings,...-----5 -.----<+-5- iaseese 20B 
—— 517 
Ae O, Bai ee Cee en VEEE EEA - 289 
Je MoM yN aio once dn. na a aE 238 
—— 527 
Luther Hanchett, ..........----.-.--. anun. 456 
Pe PM ceo tees eos oho NA 50 
William Brunquest,...--..-.,--------4----- 538 
Louis Bostedo, ~22c6e.so0.4.c0 So cuteateat eens O 


(This paper also contained the tallies from which these results 
wore gathered, and which had apparently been marked down as 
the votes were called of.) 

A. It is. 

Q. Has it been changed any ? 

A. No; it is the same, as far as the writing goes, as when 
Chandler left it. 

Justice Smith— Whose hand writing is that ? (showing the wit- 
ness the paper.) 

Witness—I don’t know that I could swear to it positively, but 
should think it was Chandler’s. 

Justice Smith—-Now what is the vote in the official canvass ? 

Mr. Howe—538 for Barstow to 59 for Bashford. 

Mr. Ryan—lIf there had been any such change as that, don’t 
you think you would have noticed it ? 

A. Yes, sir. I think I should have noticed so material a-change. 
I saw it when it was published in the Wawpacoa Spirit, and asked 
the editor why he put such a statement in his paper. 

Q. How long afterwards was it that you saw it in the paper f 

A. It was five or six days after the election—about that time— 
I don’t precisely recollect. 

Q. How long have you lived in Waupacca ? 

A. Three or four years. 
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Q. What was the population of the village, or town, Jast Novem- 
ber? 

A. I should think it*was about 900 or 1,000, 

Q. Do you recollect what was the difference between Barstow’s 
and Bashford’s tallies the last time you looked? : 

A. I do not recollect exactly. 

Q. What time was that? 

A. It was about 4 o’clock in the morning. 

By Justice Smith—What has been your occupation in Wau- 
pacea ? 

A. My occupation during the time I have lived there has been 
clerk of the court for two years. I have kept tavern since last 
April, 

Q. Were you a candidate for any office at the last election ? 

. I was not, sir. 
. Is not Waupacca a lumbering country ? 
. Considerable lumber is made there that comes down the river. 
. Is there not a good many men there employed in lumbering ? 
. There is not; only some engaged in the saw-mill. 
. Were not a good many sojourning there about election time ? 
There was none that I know of. Qaumbermen sometimes 
there when passing through. 
How far is town 25, range 10, from Waupacca ? 7 
. About 18 miles, 
Do you know of any road leading there 4 
Do not. 
. Have you ever been there t 
. I have not. i 
. What is the nearest lumbering town? 
» Micklejohn’s mills—about 12 miles from Waupacca. 

Mr. Ryan—When did you say, Mr. Jones, you first saw this 
difference between the vote as declared, and afterwards ag pub- 
lished ? 

A. I first saw it in the Waupacoa Spirit, two weeks after elec- 
tion. i 
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Q. Is this the paper? (showing a copy of the Waupacca Spirit 
newspaper.) 

A. Itis. 

Mr. Tlowe—Did the first copy of this paper, issued aftér elec- 
tion, give any account of the election ? 

A. I can’t say whether it did, 

Mr. Ryan-—Did you see these returns in more than one number - 
of that papor ¢ 

A. I did not. 

Q. Do you know how many towns are in Waupacca county $ 

A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know how many returned to Wanpacca ? 

A. I do not know how many towns returned to Waupacca as 
the county seat; I think thongh there are seven towns that origi- 
nally belonged to that county, and two or three in range 10, that 
supposed they belonged there. 

. Is that an organized town ? 

. It is in the town of Little Wolf, 

. Was there an election held there # 

. There was—- they polled some 17 or 20 votes. 

. Is that in Wanpicea county $ 

. Itis. l l 

Q, So there was no considerable number of lumbermen sojourn- 
ing there at the time of election ? 

A. There was not that I'know of. There were several men 
boarding there, working about town. 

. How many do you mean by “several ?” 

. O, fifteen or twenty, I suppose.. 

. Did you know Mr. Chandler before ? 

. Yes, sir; he was my deputy clerk. 

. Had you seon this paper before you picked it up off the table? 
. I think I had. 

. How did you come to preserve it ? 

. There were several pieces with it on the table, and I picked 
them up and put them in my portfolio. 
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Q. Have you thoge pieces? 

A. I suppose they are in my portfulio yet. 

Q. Had they any fignres or writing on them ¢ 

A. They had not any material calenlations, 

Q. In whose hand writing is this paper ¢ 

A, Ohandler’s, I should think, 

Q. Ifow do yon judge ? 

A. Tjulge by the capital letters, the writing and figures. 

Q. Where was the election held ? 

A. It was held in my dining room. 

Q. Do you know that the polls were again opened, after being 
once closed ¥ 

A. No, sir 

Q. Should you have uoticsd any public voting, if there had 
been such aftur the polls were closed ? 

A. I think T should. 

Mr. ITowe--Was Mr. Bostedo a candidate for the assembly in 
that district ? 

A. Ie was. 

Q. Flow did he stand ? 

“A. Ho waa very unpopular. 

Mr, Ryan-—1 call the attention of the court to the peculiar and 
emphatic cipher opposite Bustedo’s name, on the paper. 


At atuucting of the judiciary committee of the Senate, held on 
the Sfat day of March, 1856, the following resolution was adopted : 
Resolved, That the depositions of all witnesses subpænæd to 
appear before this cummittee by J. G, Knapp, as deputy sergeant- 
atarım of the senate, for the purpose of testifying in relation to 
frands committed at the late genera] electiqu, and in the return 
of the votes of said election, be taken befure the Hon. J. P. At- 
wood, county judge of the county of Dane, and that said Knapp 
ig hershy appointed by said committee to attend to the examina. 
tion of such witnesees before said judge, and to the taking of gaid 
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depositions, said depositions, when taken, to be certified by said 
judge, and deliver to the chairman of this committee on, re- 
quest. 


D. TAYLOR, 
Ch’n. of Com. 


Depositions of witnesses sworn and examined before the under- 
signed judge of the county court of the county of Dane, pursuant 
to a resolution of the judiciary committee of the senate, of the 
state of Wisconsin, which resolution is hereto prefixed. 


Dane County, ss. 


William J. Young, of lawful age, being duly sworn, says: In 
answer to interrogatories as follows: 


Q. Where do you reside, and what office do you hold ? 

A. Ireside at Chippewa Falls, in the county of Chippewa, 
Wisconsin, and am clerk of the circuit court of said county and 
deputy clerk of the board of supervisors of said county. 

Q. Did you reside at that place and hold those offices on the 
sixth of November last, and if so, did you aid in the canvass of 
the votes given at the last general election in Chippewa county ? 

A. I resided at that place at the time, and was then deputy 
clerk of the circuit court, and of the board of supervisors of said 
county, and did assist in the canvass of the votes at said election 
in said county. 

Q. State how many towns and election precincts there were in 
Chippewa county, at which votes were polled and returned to the 
office of the clerk of the board of supervisors at said election ? 

A. There was but one town and two election precincts, namely, 
Chippewa Falls and Clear Water, the former embraces all the 
townships numbered twenty-eight in said county, the latter em- 
braces townshi; s twenty five, twenty-six and twenty-seven in said 
county, votes were polled at these two places and returned as 
questioned. 
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Q. Was any other election precinct established in said county 
and if so, what did it embrace, and were votes polled and return- 
ed from it? ; 

A. There was one other precinct established at Chippewa City, 
which embraced all that part of the county lying north of town- 
ships numbered twenty-eight, but no. votes were returned from 
there, and none polled there to my knowledge. 

Q. Who made the returns of the county canvass of said county 
to the state officers, and how were they sent ? 

A. I made the returns, and sent them by mail, one to the gov- 
ernor, one to the secretary of state, and one to the state treasurer. 

Q. Look ata paper now shown you, and endorsed Chippewa 
county, filed 15th Dec., 1855, J. W. Hunt, assistant secretary, and 
purporting to be a return of an election held at Bridge Creek, in 
said county, on the sixth of November last, and say if you ever 
saw it before ? 

A. [never saw the paper before. 

Q. Look at the paper now shown you, endorsed in printing 
and writing, “ Chippewa county statement of the county board of 
‘ canvassers, filed Dec. 28th, 1855, J. W. Hunt, assistant secretary,” 
and say if that is the return you made ? 

A. It isthe return, except that in the tabular statement there 
has been added in pencil the words ‘‘ Briggs Creek,” and the fig- 
ures in pencil under the names of each of the candidates and the 
footings. 

Q. State what number of votes are added in pencil in the tabu- 
lar statement, under the names of William A. Barstow, and Coles 
Bashford ? 

‘ A. Under the name of William A. Barstow is ninety-seven, and 
ander the name of Coles Bashford is twenty-three. 

Q. What was the vote of William A. Barstow and Cores Bash- 
ford as canvassed and retyrned by you? 

A. William A. Barstow twenty-four, and Coles Bashford fifty- 
four. 

Q. Are you E a acquainted with the settlements and the 
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voters of Chippewa county, and their places of residence, and if 
s0, how havo you such knowledge? 

A. I am gonorally acquainted with tho settlements and the 
voters in said county. I have resided in the county since ite first 
organization, and have done all the county surveying, and have 
porsonally visited all portions of the county, and have done busi- 
ness with most of its inhabitants. 

Q. Do you know any such placo as Bridge Oreck or Briggs’ 
Orook, or a creok by any namo assimilating in sound to oithor of 
them, in Chippewa county ¢ 

A. know a crook called Bridye Oreek in said county, this 


crook is in tho territory embraced by tho precinct, now town of 


Clear Water, tho valley of said eroek is mostly in townships 25, 
26 and 27, ranges 6 and 7, 


Q. Aro you acquainted with the residents in tho valley of 


Bridge Creek, and who resided there at the last general election 4 
A. Lam avyuainted with most of tho residunts in said valloy, 
James Q. Youug, Torrence Bennett, a Mr. Thompson, and a Mr. 
Brown, resided thore at the said election. 
Q. Do you kuow in Ohippowa county, any such mon as Albert 
Ilarwood and William Jones, whi se names aro signed to tho 


jnper heretofore shown you, as Inspectors, and James Greenwood. - 
pel } ) 


aud Ilenry Fronch, whose names aro signed to the said paper as 
clerks, which paper purports to be an election return from Bridge 
Crook ¢ 

A. I do not know any such men. P 

Q. Do you knew any such justice of tho peace in Ohippewa 
county, as N. R Paddock, and if so whero does he reside ? 

A. l know no sueh man; the bond of no such man has been 
filed in the office of the clerk of the circuit court of said county. 

Q. Do you know whether any man by the name of N R. Pad- 
dock, was over elected in the town of Chippewa, justice of the 
peace, and state the source of your knowledge? 

,A. Iknow that no man of that name was ever elected justice of 

the peace in said town; I attended the first town election in said 
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town, and am acquainted with the persons elected justices of the 
peace at that and every subsequent election in said town, except 
such as may, at the town meeting just passed, have'been elected. 

Q. State what portion of the land in the-valley of Bridge Oreek + 
has been entered, and when entered, ånd ‘was the place much * «a 
talked of at Black River Falls, prior to the last general election? - 

A. Iam unable to state the proportion of the land entered, or 
the quantity ; the place for the year past has attracted some atten- 
tion, as a part of the county, containiug very choice lands. © | 

Q. Did you have any conversation with Alexander T. Gray, 
late secretury of state, George B. Smith, late attorney general, and 
Daniel M. Seaver, late ass’t treasurer, or either of them, or with' 
any other man in the presence of all or either of-them, relative to 
the vote given at the last general election in Chippewa county, 
and if so, state with whom, and what the conversation was? 

A. Thad a conversation with Alexander T. Gray, on or about 
the 19th of November last, at Olear Water, in which the subject 
of the late election was mentioned. He inquired about the-vote 
of Chippewa county, and I informed him what the vote was in 
each of the two precincts. He replied that the Know Nothings 
had probably influenced the election, and that the Democratic 
voters could not have been out. I told him the Democratic vote 
was probably pretty well out, and as’ there were but few, there 
was but little trouble in getting them out. There was other con- 
versation about the matter, but I am unable to give it in detail. 

Q. Do you know any other matter or thing relating to the last 
general election in said county, of consequence or material, to the 
proper understanding of this your deposition, or the rights or in- 
terest of any party or person? If so, state fully. 

A, I think of nothing: further. È 

, WM. J. YOUNG, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, at the Capitol, in Madison, i 
the 4th day of April, A. D. 1856. , 
J. P. Arwoon, Oo. Judge. 
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Wm. J. Young being recalled, nye in answer to interrogatories — 


as follows : 
Q. Did youtknow in November last, of any body of men resid- 
ing temporarily at Bridge Oreek, wr any where else: in Chippewa 


county, engaged in lumbering or other business, or have you heard | 


of such men, so residing in that county at the time of the last 
general election, not before testified of by you? State fully what 
you know, what you have heard, what the number of men if uny, 
and where they reside. 

A. There are generally a great number of transient lumbermen 
at Ohippewa Falls, at no other place in the county that I know of: 
I did not know of any such body of men in the county at that 
time, elsewhere than at the Falls. WM. J. YOUNG. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, April 5th, 1856. 
J. P. Arwoon, Qo. Judge. , 


Deposition of John W: Close. 
Dann Covnry, 88. 

John W. Olose, of lawful age, being duly sworn, on oath, in 
answer to interrogatories put to him answers and says: 

Q. Where did yon reside on the 6th day of November last, 
and where do you new. reside ? 

A. I resided then, and do now reside at Beef River Station, 


in the north-east quarter of section one, township twenty four, range: 


seven, in the county of Trempeleau, in the State of Wisconsin. 

Q. Were you acquainted with the residents in the valley of 
Bridge Creek, in Chippewa county, at the time of the last gen: 
eral election; ifso, who are they? 


A, I was. James G, Young, Lorenzo Bennett, a Mr. Thomp: i 


son and Henry Brown, and Scribner Ohadburn; Charles Ohad» 
burn, and a Mr, Schtt resided there at the last election ; I do not 
think there were other men residing there at that time, _ 

Q. Did Albert Harwood, William Jones, James Greenwood, 
Henry French, and N. R. Paddock, or either of them, reside, at 
Bridge Oreek, or in its vicinity, on the 6th November laet and 
state your means of knowledge. 


ol 
aeu baat | od creel a 

A. None ‘of those men resided at Bridge Oreek at-that, time, nog, 
do I know any such men residing elsewhere ;, „d have frequently 
explored that section of country, and have been at all the houses 
in the valley of Bridge Oreek, from its mouth toits, FORTE... 4 

Q. How far north and west of your place of residence have you 
travelled in Ohippewa county ? 

A. Ihave been about twelve miles westward, and fifteen miles 
northward. 

Q. What number of houses, families and men did you gee: in 
the tract of country of which you speak?, , =... , , R 

A. About eight families and houses, and about the same num- 
ber of men. one bla 7 

Q. Were you so well açquainted with the nine townships in 
the south-east corner of Chippewa county, and the residents therein, 
on the 6th of November last, that you can state the number of 
voters ? and if 80, how many were there ? eto’ 

A. Ido not know that I can state the exact number of voters i ih, 
those townships at that time, but I think there were ahout fiye 
legal, voters. 

Examined by me, after Mr. Knapp had closed. op 

Q. Were you in the valley of Bridge Oreek or inthe townships, 
last mentioned, on the day of the last, election, or within three days 
previous thereto $ fate l 

A. Iwas there within ten days previous to said election, Pre 

Q. Did you then know that any number of men were residing 
there temporarily ? if so, where were they, and what was the mae 
ber ? 

A, I,knew of no men residing there, but those yho were: per? 
manent residents. alias ane bap ogee ac nag’ 

‘Q. Were you through this section of cayntry, so you would 
have known of temporary residents, if there had been, any-there ?,. 

A. I was. o 

Q. Do you know anything elae. pertinent to ‘the matter poder. 
investigation ? hae 

A. Ido not. JOHN W. OLOSE. 


“a 
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Subscribed. and sworn before me, at Madison, the 4th day of 
April, A. D: 1856. f 
‘J.P, Aswoan, ‘County J udge. 


thy 


pion of John W. Hunt. 


p i . r 


Danz County, 88. 


. John W. Hunt, of lawful age, being duly sworn on oath, says, 
in answer to interrogatories, as follows : 


‘Q. What office do you hold ? 
A. Assistant secretary of state of the state of Wisconsin. 

“Q. Look at a paper purporting to be the returns of a general 
election, held at Bridge Creek, in the county of Chippewa, on the 
6th day of November, 1855, and signed Albert Harwood, Wil- 
liam Jones, inspectors, and James Greenwood and Henry 
French, clerks, and’say Whén you received the same ?' 

A. I think I received it'with other mail matter, on the morning 
of the 15th. of Decem. 1855, in the office of the secretary of state. 

Q. Look at another paper now shown you, purporting’ ‘to be 
xeturns of a general election held at Gilbert’s Mill, in Dunn 
county, on the day aforesaid, and signed William Smith and 
Thomas Taylor, inspectors, James McHenry and Henry Wilson, 
Jf., clerks, and say when you received the same, and from whom? 

A. I think I received it with other mail matter, in the office of 
the secretary of state, on the morning of the 14th day of Dec. 1855. 

Q. Look at'a paper now shown you, purporting to be returns of 
a‘ general election held at Spring Creek, in the county’of Polk, 
and signed Peter Barnum and James Goodnough, inspectors, 
and Henry Allen and John Ellis, clerks, and say when and from 
whom you received the same ? 

"A. I think Ireceivedit with other mail matter on the morning 
of the 15th day of Decem. 1855, in the secretary of state’s office. 

~Q. Have you any recollection, or can you state whether the 
three papers of which you have spoken, were in the same’ or ge- 
perate envelopes f ? i 
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A. Í have no recollection of their being in the same envelopes. 
I know if they had been, I should have known it. , 

Q, Did you receive the three papers, or either of them, other- 
wise than by mail? Ea ` i 

A. I have no recollection of receiving them, i in, any, other man- 
ner than as stated. 

Q. What postmark did the enyelopes bear? 

A. I don’t recollect; but I think one of them, bore: a postmark 
of an office on the Minnesota side of the Mississippi river, near the 
mouth of the Chippewa river, I think Reed’s Landing. 

Q. What returns did A. S. Wood pang into the coor): a 
office, if any ? 

A. AS. Wood binen into the oretan § office a second re- 
turn of the votes of Douglass county, similar and nearly. like the 
return which had been previously receiyed at said, office, of the 
votes of said county.. He, brought- in}no> other return’ to: a 
knowledge., 3 map vec Stes te 

Q. What election returns did Alfred Main bring into ‘the sec- 
retary of state’s office—if any ? 

A. Mr. Alfred Main brought into the secretary's. office a state- 
ment from the supervisor’s ofice:of:Monroè county, in relation 
to the-vote of the town of Clifton, which. vote. was set aside in 
the county canvass. Mr. Main brought in no, haa to my: 
knowledge, Ceana 

Q. Look again at the three papers, Ait n you, and: say if 
you recognize the handwriting of either of. them; and ifi. so, say 
by whom they were written? t's > > 

A. Ido not.recognize the hand ‘writing, of vee of- them. 


Q. If those three papers:-had ‘been’ deposited in the Madison. 


post office, would you have been likely to haye. known it from the 
envelops or otherwise ? 

_A. I think I should have known it had they had been, go de- 
posited. l spe 

Q. If they had been so deposited at Black River Falls, or at 
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any post office between there and l Madison, would you be likely 
teeMisniber it?" `” 

A. I think I should have noticed and recollected if they. had 
öine marks of any Other office than those in the vicinity of the 
places from which they purport to come. ™ 

"Q. Look again at the papers, and say if you have ever seen 
such paper ? i en 

A. Ihave never seen or noticed but one sheet of such paper, 
aid that was‘in thé possession of J. G. Knapp. 

Q: Hav¥e’you any knowled ge or information where or by whom 
these three papers, or either of them, were written or manufac- 
tired ? 

A. I have no knowledge or information from hearsay or other- 
Wise, as to where or by whom they were written, other than what 
appears from the papers thembelves. 

- Q. Were the returns of the last general election of the counties 
of: La Crosse and St. Croix ever received by the secretary of state, 
state treasurer or governor, or either of them, previous to the 
state canvass ? 

A. They were not by the secretary of state, nor by the trea- 
surer or governor, to my knowledge. 

"Q. When did A, S. Wood return from Douglass county? 

A. I cannot tell positive but I think two or three days pre- 
vious to the canvass. 

Q. Do you know anything else relative to the election returns 
from the counties mentioned ? 

A. Ido not know that I do; I will say that the figures in pen- 
cil in the return of the votes of Chippewa’ county, were made at 
the time of the state canvass, for convenience in canvassing. — 
The returns of the votes of each county Gere attached togetler 
to*prevent their being mislaid. ' 

J. W. HUNT. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, at Madison, the 5th day of 
April, 1856. 

%° J. P. Arwoop, County Judge. 
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Dane County, 88. ee 

Jacob Spaulding, of lawful age, being duly i sworn on ‘oath; BAYS, 
in answer to'interrogatories, as follows : 

Q. Where dòyon reside ? : = 

A. Ireside at Black River Falls, in the county’ of J acksgn, 
state of Wisconsin. 

Q. Look at the paper now shown you, purporting to be the re- 
turns of a general election’at Spring Creek, filed Dec. 15, 1855, 
‘by J. W. Hunt assistant secrétary of state, and’ say if you can, 
who wrote the same ? 

A. I don’t believe I can recognize the handwriting ; I think the 
signatures of Henry French, and Albret Harwood, resemble the 
handwriting of George O. Haswell of Black River Falls. 

Q. Look at another paper purporting to be returns from Sprihg 
Creek, filed in the same manner, and say if you can, who wrote 
the same? . 

‘A. The return’seems to'be the same handwriting of the other; 
I cannot recognize it, so as to give my ‘opinion as to whose writ” 


ing it is. JACOB SPAULDING. 


‘Subsoribed and sworn to before-me, April 5th, 1856. 
J. P. Atwoop, Oo. Judge. 


Deposition of James G. Young. 


Dans County, ss. 

- James G. Young, of lawful age, being duly sworn on oath, says, 
in aswer to interrogatories, as follows : . 

Q. Where did yon: reside on the sixth day of November, ‘nd 
‘ where.do yeu-now reside? 

A. I resided in Bridge Creek valley on the sixth: of- Novembet 
last, although boarding part of the time at Beef-River' station. 
Since the 25th of November eb I have Beaded permanent on 
Bridge Creek. 

Q. What do x mean: by: Bridge ‘Oreck valley? 
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A. I mean to include town 25, range 5, town 25, range'6, town 
26, range 6, town 26, range 7, and town 25, range 7, in the coun- 
ty of Chippewa. 

Q. State if you know, who were residents in Bridge Oreck val- 
ley, or in the nine congressional towns in the south east corner of 
Chippewa county, on the sixth of November last, and who of 
them were af that time voters ? a 

A. Loronzo Bennett, a Mr. Thompson, two Mr. Chadbourns and 
a Mr. Brown resided there ; I do not know that either were voters. 
There is one family now venidio g six miles north of my log cabin, 
which is in town 26, range 6. I do not know whether the family 
was there in Novetnber last ; I have no knowledge of others re- 


siding there. 


Q. What portion of Ohippewa county,have you travled over, 
and what part have you examined particularly, so that you can 
speak of the residents. therein ? . 

A. I have examined all that portion embraced in the towns I 
have herein described; I have been at the mouth of the Eau 


‘Clare, and to Chippewa Falls frequently. 


Q. Do you know of any place or stream in Chippewa county, 
called Bridge Creek, Briggs Creek, Bride Creek, or creek or place 
with similarly sounding name, ‘except the one you have nppken 
of, if so, where is it and what is its name ? 

A. I do not know of any place or creek of that name, or simi- 
lar name, except Bridge Creek. 

` Q. Did you know in November last of any body of men re 
siding temporarily at Bridge Creek, or any ‘where else in Chippe- 
wa county, engaged in lumbering or other business, or have you 
heard of such men so residing in that county at the time." State 
fully what you know; what you heard; what the number of men, 
ifany; and where they resided? _ - 

A. I know of no. such men -and think I know of no such resi- 
dents, >. > es 8 

Q. By me—Has your knowledge of Bridge Creek, and of ‘the 
Eau Claire river such that you: must have known of: such tempo- 
rary residents if they had been any there? 


57 


A. It was; I must have known of such residents had they been 
there. 

Q. By Mr. Knapp—Have you heard of any place in Polk-county 
called Spring Creek, if so, where is it, and what have you heard ? 

A. I haye heard that Spring Creek is on Hay river, in Polk 
county, in the neighborhood of the Pinery, and that Levi Vance 
is the only inhabitant. Ihéard so from a surveyor. 
- Q. Did Albert Harwood, William Jones, James Greenwood, 
Henry ‘French and N. R. Paddock, or either of them, reside at - 
Bridge Creek or its vicinity, or in Chippewa county, on the sixth 
day of November last, or do you know all or any one of said 
men ; if so, where do they reside ? 

A. Iknow of no such men residing in Chippewa county or its 
vicinity. 

Q. Do you know anything else pertinent to the matter under 
investigation ? 

A. Ido not know anything else, pertinent to the matter. 

- JAMES G. YOUNG. 


Subscribed and. sworn.before me, at Madison, 5th April, 1855. 
Re P. ATW00D, County Judge. 


STATE OF WISCONSIN, - 
DANE COUNTY.. . 


I, J.P. Atwood, county judge of the county of Dane, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing depositions of Wm. J. Young, James 
G. Young, John W. Close, John’ W. Hunt and Jacob Spotilding, 
were taken and certified by-me, at the capitol, in the city of Ma- 
dison, onthe days of the dates thereof, pnrsuant to a resolution of 
the judiciary, committee of the state of Wisconsin, which resolu- 
tion is hereunto attached ; and that J. G. Knapp, Esq., attended 
the taking of said depositions, and examined the several witnesses 
who were severally duly sworn. + E 

' Dated at Madison, this 21st day of May, A.D. ‘1856. 

J. P, ATWOOD, 
County Judge. 
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Tabular’ Statement of the Votes polled jor Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of Staite, 
Treasurer, Attorney General, State Superintendent, Bank Comptroller and State Prison Com- 
missioner, at æ General Election held in the several Towns, Wards, and Election Precincts in 
the County of Waupacca, State of Wisconsin, on the Tuesday succeeding the first Mondny, being 
the 6th day, of November, 1855: 


NNT ae ae mre 
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NAME OF OFFICE. Ka~ | GOVERNOR. | LIEUT. GOV. ||SECY STATE.||STATETREAS,||ATI’Y GEN'L.||STATE SUPT x BANK COMPT, 
k eile ; = | aj | ils | 

2 | 5 3 a be a a 3 g g 43 

; g| Sj g wee ajg ale S| 3 

SIE WSiai (eial lal level aise le 

$ x epai Q . 

TOWNS, 40. die jalg io |Ë k c lll E bi F E tb E ra je Al l py jeb 
TA ele l2gle| Fela leelale E A EEE 
F 28 D lij g E Bye a Jalg g Hj o ajel 5 g jz 
ES S Ba falas le ae a Aa |e E Ea 
Ee | © ID D lalla | a "| O}D la| E Š all gg] ; E | & la 
Ambherst.........-.-- 21 | 71 {..}/ 23 | 69 |.. | 23 | 69 }..1] 23 | 68 j..]) 23 | 69 j..]] 22 | 69 j. 23 | 69 |.. 
Belmont..........- -| 4419 4..1) 4419]. 4119j.. 4119 {.. 4/19 |. 4} 19). 4119.. 
Dayton oa wae dee-eae'e 90 | 75 |.. 27 } 70 j.l] 26 | 71 j..|| 26 | 71 |.. 25 | 71 f..]| 37 | 60 |--]1 26 | TL j.. 
Farmington ......... 58 | 41 {..1] 58 | 42 |-.1! 58 | 43 [211 59 | 41 |..|] 28 | 43 l.. 57 | 43 1.-]) 59 | 43 l.. 
Old owen adas cuenacee 1 QB al 2 97 ae 2 97 oe 9 97 oe Q 97 om 9 19 ae 9 97 a 
Little Wolf.....-...- 4 | 20 fj.. 5 | 181.. 5} 18 }.. 5/18 |... 4; 18 j.. 7! 16 f.. 4i 19 |.. 

St. Lawrence.....-.- 9 | 37 = 9! 34 |..]! 12 | 34 |.. 12 | 34 |..|| TL | 34!. 12 | 34 J..}/ 12 | 34 

Scandinavia.......- -} 63 | 28 |..]| 63 | 29 62 | 29 63 | 29 |..1| 59 | 29 | 3| 63 | 29 |.-1| 79 1 10. 
Waupacca.. Satan wee 2.1553 | 59 i.. i 58 [na --f545 56 |.. 11555 46 |..11543 | 59 |..[[554 | 50 |..{1543 | 59 |.. 

709 378 Ge \366 ig 366 149 369 369 | 29 369 |3 765 1339 | fiso pe 351 
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PRISON COM. 


_| Edward McGarry. 
James Giddings. 
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Statement of the County , Board of Canvassers. 


SATTE OF. WISCONSIN, | ss 
COUNTY OF WAUPACOA. We, Mellen ETEEN 
clerk of the county board of supervisors, and Elihu Higgins and 
William B. Hibbard, justices of the peace in and for said county» 
constituting a county board of canvassers therefor, do hereby cer- 
tify’ that the foregoing and within tabular statement is correct and 
true, as ‘compiled from the original returns made to the clerk of the 
county: board of supervisors of said county, and as compared there- 
with by us; and that from such returns it appears that the whole 
number of Totes polled i in said county at the general election held 
in the séveral towns, wards, and election precincts thereof, on Tues- 
day, the sixth day of November, 1855, were as follows, tof wit: 


For Governor—One thousand one hundred and one (1,101), of 
which number William A. Barstow received seven hundred and 
twenty-three (723); Coles Bashford received three hundred and 
seventy-eight (378). 


For Lieutenant Governor—One thousand one hundred and one 
(1,104), of which number Aurthur McArthur received seven hun- 
dred and thirty- -five (735) ; Charles C. Sholes received three hun- 
dred and sixty-six (366). 


For Secretary of State—One thousand one, hyndred and four 
(1,101), of which number David W. Jones received one (1); 
Samuel D. Hastings received three hundred and six (366); David 
Jones received seven hundred and fourteen (714); David G. Jones 
received nineteen (19); D. Jones received four (4). - 

For State Treasurér—One thousand one hundred and two 
(1,102) of which number Charles Kuehn received seven hundred 


and forty-nine (749); Charles Reeser received three hundred and 
fifty-three (853). 


For Attorney General—One thousand one ‘hundred and one 

(1,101), of, which number William R. Smith received seven hun- 

dred and twenty-nine (729); Alexander W. Randall received three 
hundred and sixty-nine (369); G. Randall received three, (8). 
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For State Superintendent—One thousand one hundred and four 
(1,104), of which number A. Constantine Barry received seven 
hundred and sixty-five (765); John G. McMynn ‘received three 
hundred and thirty-nine (339). 


For Bank Comptroller—One thousand’ one hundred and one 
(1,101), of which number Wiiliam M. Dennis received seven hun- 
dred and fifty (750); Francis H. West received three hundred and 
fifty-one (351). 

For State Prison Commissioner—One thousand one hundred 
and two (1,102), of which number Edward McGarry received 
seven hundred and forty-three (743); James one received 
three hundred and fifty-nine (359). 


Given under our hands, at the office of the county board of su- 
pervisors, at Waupacca, in the county of Waupacca, state,of Wis- 
consin, this fourteenth day of November, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty-five. 

MELLEN CHAMBERLAIN, Clerk B’d of Superv. 

- ELIHU HIGGINS, Justice of the Peace. , 

WILLIAM B. HIBBARD, Justice of the Peace. 
County Board of Canvassers. 


STATE OF WISCONSIN, | a a. ie 
COUNTY OF. WAUPACOA, : I, Mellen Chamberlain, 


clerk of the board ef supervisors of said county and state, do 

hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy-of the 
original statement and canvass on file in my offise: 

Witness my hand, and the seal óf the county board of 

[t s.] supervisors of the county of Wanpacca, state-of. Wis-} 

consin, at Waupacca this 15th day of November, 1 855:. 


' MELLEN CHAMBERLAIN, Clérk. 
Filed Nov. 23, 1855. 


. At a general election held at Bridge Creek, in the county of 
Chippewa, on the 6th day of November, 1855, for the election of 
governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, state treasur> 
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er, attorney general; superintendant of public instruction, bank 
comptroller, and state prison commissioner. 


Number of votes cast one hundred and twenty. 
Wm. A. Barstow received, for governor, ninety seven, 97. 
Arthur McArthur, for lieutenant governor, one hundred, 100. 
David W. Jones, for secretary of state, ninety seven, 97. 
Charles Keuhn, for state treasurer, ninety seven, 97. 
William R. Smith, for attorney general, ninety four, 94. 
A, Constantine Barry, for snperint’nt of schools, ninety seven, 97; 
William M. Dennis, for bank comptroller, ninety seven, 97. 
Edward McGarry, for state prison commissioner, ninety four, 94. 
Coles Bashford, for governor, twenty three, 23. 
Charles ©, Sholes, for lieutenant governor, twenty, 20. 
James H. Hastings, for secretary of state, twenty three, 23. 
Charles Roeser, for state treasurer, twenty three, 23. - 
Alexander W. Randall, for attorney general, twenty six, 26. 
Francis H. West, for bank comptroller, twenty three, 23. 
James McMynn, for superintendant of schools, twenty three, 23. 
James Giddings, for state prison commissioner, twenty six, 26. 


STATE OF ee, 
- Curprewa County. 

We, the undersigned inspectors and clerks of a general election 

held at Bridge Oreek, in the county of Chippewa, Wisconsin, on 

-the 6th day of November, 1855, do hereby certify that we can- 

vassed the votes thus cast, and the above is a correct statement of 


the result of said elgction. : 
i ALBERT HARWOOD, 


WILLIAM JONES, Inspectors. 


James GreEenwoop, Henry Frexom, Clerks. 


STATE OF WISCONSIN, n N i 


SEORETARY’S OFFÓE. 


The secretary of state of the state of Wisconsin does hereby 
certify that the foregoing has been compared with the original 
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copies in this office, and that the s same is a true and correct copy. 
thereof and of the whole of such original. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto ‘set ‘my | hand and 
[LS]  affixed'the great’seal of the staté, at the Capitol i in 
Madison, this 11th day of October, 1856, | 
JOHN W. HUNT, Ass’t Sec. of States’ 


At a general election, held at Gilbert’s Mills, in the county of 
Dunn, on the sixth of November, A. D. 1855, for thé election of: 
a governor, lieutenant governor; secretary of state, state treasur-’ 
er, attorney general; superintendent of public instruction, bank” 
comptroller, state prison commissioner, the number of votes cast ` 


was sixty-seven, of which the following is a true account of the’ 
votes a8 cast: 


Wm. A. Barstow received for governor 38 votes. 

Arthur McArthar, for lieutenant governor, 53 votes. 

David W. Jones, for secretary of state, 53 votes. 

Charles Keuhn, for state treasurer, 53 votes. 

Wm. R. Smith, for attorney general, 56 votes. 

A. Constantine Barry, for superintendent schools; 51 a a 
Wm. M. Dennis, for bank comptroller, 58 votes. ` 
Edward McGarry, for state prison commissioner, 53 votes. 
Coles Bashford, for governor, 14 votes. 

Charles C. Sholes, for lieutenant governor, 9 votes. 

Samuel D. Hastings, for secretary of state, 14 votes. 

Charles Roser, for state treasurer, 14 votes. | 

Alexander W. Randall, for attorney general, 11 votes. 
Francis H. West, for bank comptroller, 14 votes. 

Jas. G. McMynn, for superintendent of schools, 16 votes. 
Jas. Giddings, for state prison commissioner, 14 votes. 


STATE OF WISCONSIN, ~ 
County or Donn. 


‘We, the undersigned inspecters and clerks of a general election, 
held at Gilbert’s Mills, county of Dann, state of Wisconsin, on 
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the 6th day of *Nov., 1858;’do hereby” ‘certify that ‘we' canvassed: 
the votes thus’ cast, ‘and the above ‘is -a corréct statement “of the j 


result of said election. 
WILLIAM SMITH, 


THOMAS: TAYLOR, Inspectors: 
James McoHunry, Henry Witson, Jr., Clerks. | 


STATE OF WISCONSIN, 

Secretary’s Office. hss ` 
The secretary of state, of the state of Wisconsin, does hereby 
certify, that the foregoing has been compared with the originaf 
copies in this office, and that the same is a true and correct copy 

thefreof,-and of the-whole of guċh original. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and 
L.S. affixed the great seal of the state, atthe capitol, in 

Madison, this 11th day of October, 1856, 
JOHN W. HUNT, Ass’t Sec. of State. 


At a general election held at Spring Creek, in the county of 
Polk, on the 6th day of November, 1855, for the’ election of gov- 
ernor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, state treasurer, attor- 
ney general, superintendent of public instruction, bank comptrok, 
er, state prison commissioner. ° i ' 


paame 


Number of votes each, one hundred and twenty. 
illiam A. Barstow received, for governor, one hundred and 
seven, 107. , 
rthur McArthur, for lieut. governor, one hundred and seven, 107. 
avid W. Jones, for seeretary of state; one hundred and seven, 107 | 
harles Keuhn, for state treasurer, one hundred and ten, 110. 
illiam R. Smith, for attorney general, one hundred, 100. 
. Constantine Barry, sup’t of schools, one hundred and seven, 107. 
m. M. Dennis, for bank comptroller, one hundred and seven 107. 
dward McGarry, for state prison commissioner, one hundred and 
seven; 107. 
oles Bashford, for governor, thirteen, 13. 
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Chas. C. Sholes, for lieutenant governor, thirteen, 13. 
James D. Hastings, for secretary of state, thirteen, 13. 

Chas Roeser, for state treasurer, ten, 10. 

Alexander W. Randall, attorney general, twenty, 20. 

F. H. West, for bank comptroller, thirteen, 13. 

C. G. McMynn, sup’t of schools, thirteen, 13. 

James Giddings, for state prison commissioner, thirteen, 13. 


County or Pork. 


STATE OF WISCONSIN, | ss 


‘We, the undersigned inspectors and clerks of a general elec- 
tion, held at Spring Creek, Polk county, Wisconsin, on the 6th 
of November, 1855, and truly certify that we have canvassed the , 
votes then cast, and the above is a correct statement of the result 


of said election. 
i PETER BARNUM, 


JAS. GOODNOUGH, Inspectors. 


Leary Auten, Joun Eris, Clerks. 


SECRETARY’S OFFICE. 


STATE OF WISCONSIN, ts ie: 


The secretary of state of the State of Wisconsin does hereby cer- 
tify that the foregoing has been compared with the original copies 
in this office, and that the same is a true and correct copy thereof, 
and of the whole of such original. ae 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the great seal of the state, at the capitol in Madison, this 11th day 


October, 1856. 
JOHN W. HUNT, Ass’t Sec. of State. 


Statement of the County Board of Canvassers. 


STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
County or Wavpacca. | = 


We, Mellen Chamberlain, clerk of the board of supervisors, 
and Elihu Higgins and William B. Hibbard, justices of the peace 


65. 


in and for said county, constituting 3 county board of Canvassers, 
therefore do hereby certify that the foregoing and tabular state- 
ment is correct and true, as compiled from the original returns 
made to the clerk of the county board of supervisors, ot said 
county, and aş compared by us, and that from such returne it 
appears that the whole number of votes polled at precinct in 
town"25, range 10, in said county, at the general election on Tues- 
day, the sixth day of November, 1855, were as follows, to-wit : 
For Governor—Ninety, of which number William A. Barstow 
received eighty 1 three (83); Coles Bashford received seven (?). 
For- Lieut. Governor—Ni inety, of which number Arthur Me 
Arthur received eighty-four (84); Charles G. Sholes received 
six -(6). : 
For Secretary of State—Ninety, of which number David W. 
Jones received eighty-four (84); S. D. Hastings received Bix (6). 
For State T. cae: sren—Ninety, of which number Charles Konin 
received ninety 30}. ; 
For Attorney- Qeneral—Ninety, of which number W. R. Smith 
received eighty thres (83); A. W. Randall received seven (7). 
For State Superintendent—LHighty-nine, of which number A. 
C. Barry received eighty-five (85) ; J. G. McMynn received four (4). 
For Bank Comptroller—Ninety, of which number Wm. M. 
Dennis received eighty-four (84); F. H. West received six (6). 
For State Prison Commissioner—Ninety, of which number E. 
McGarry received eighty-four (84); Jas. Giddings received six (6). 
Given under our hands at the office of the county board of su- 
pervisors, at Waupacca, in the county of Waupacea, state of 


Wisconsin, this nineteenth day of November, one thousand eight ` 


hundred and fifty-five. ü 


M. CHAMBERLAIN, Clerk Board Supervisors. 
ELIHU HIGGINS, Justice of the Peace. 
WILLIAM B. HIBBARD,Justice of the Peace. 


County: Board of Canvassers, 
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I hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true 

_ copy of the original canvass in my office, in witness 

[L. 8.] whereof, I hereunto set my hand and seal of my 
offiee, this 19th day of November, A. D. 1855. 


M. CHAMBERLAIN, 

“Clerk Board of Supervisors of Waupacca County. 

Tabular statement of the votes polled for governor, lieutenant 

governor, secretary of state, treasurer, attorney general, state 

superintendent, bank comptroller, and state prison commissioner, 

at a general election held in the several wards, towns, and elec- 

tion precincts in the county of Waupacca, state of Wisconsin, on 

Tuesday succeeding the first Monday, being the sixth day of No- 
vember, 1855. 


E Town 25, Range 10. 


For Governor. 


Wm. A. Barstow - - - : 83 
Coles Bashford - > : G y 7 
Scattering - - : : oe 


For Lieutenant Governor. 


Arthur MeArthur - - - - 84 
C. O. Sholes -. - - 6 
Scattering - - : aes 


For Secretary of State. 


D. W. J ones. - as - - 84 
S. S` Hastings - _ - - 6 
Scattering ~; - - pmo mee 


For State Treasurer. : 
Charles Keuhn ~ - 3 à 90 
Charles Roeser ~ - - s n 
Scattering E - . Be ys 
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For Attorney Generai. 7 
William R. Smith - - - 7o -~ 83 
A. W. Randall - : - - Ki 
_ Scattering - - e 
For State Superintendant. l 
A. 0. Barry _ - - - - 8 
J. G. MeMynn. `- © - - - 4 
Scattering ` - - - — 
For Bank Comptroller. Í 
" William M. Dennis - - -= o- 84 
F. H. West e - - - 6 
Scattering - _ - -= -= - = 
For State Prison Commissioner. - 
_ E. McGarry ~ - < - 84 
Jas. Giddings - - - - 6 
Scattering - - - : pao 


STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
SEORETARY’S OFFIOE. BBs 


The secretary of state of the state of Wisconsin does hereby 
certify, that the foregoing has been compared With the original 
copies in this office, and that the same is a true and correct copy 
thereof and of the whole of such original. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand 
[L9] and affixed the great seal of the state, at the Capitol 
in Madison, this 11th day of October, 1856. 
JONN -W. HUNT, 
-Ass’t. Secretary of State. 


